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FIREWORKS INFORMATION RIGL § 11-13-1
The West Warwick Police Department wants to remind the public that fireworks can be very dangerous, and while the statute governing the sale and possession of fireworks was amended  in 2010 to permit certain fireworks and devices (RIGL § 11-13-1), not all fireworks are legal. Any fireworks can be dangerous and extreme caution and care must be exercised when using any fireworks or similar device(s).  Aerial fireworks (illegal) can be especially dangerous because they are difficult to control and may land on something or someone, causing property damage and/or injuries to others.

The legal fireworks are ground based and hand held sparkling devices, which DO NOT rise from the ground more than 10 feet and/or DO NOT explode or make a report (loud noise).  
EXAMPLES OF LEGAL FIREWORKS: 
Fountains, illuminating torches, wheels, ground spinners, flitter sparklers, sparkers; novelties, which are defined in the APA 87-1 2001 Edition, section 3.2 and include the following: party poppers, snappers, toy smoke devices, snakes, glow worms, wire sparklers and dipped sticks; paper caps containing not more than twenty-five hundredths (0.025) grains of explosive mixture.
EXAMPLES OF ILLEGAL FIREWORKS (not inclusive):
Any device that launches a projectile or makes a “bang”
Firecrackers
Rockets
Mortars
Sky and bottle rockets
Helicopters, aerial spinner
Roman candles
Mine and shell devices
“M-80s”
Multiple tube devices

Tampering with or modifying any firework device into a larger or combined device is in violation of federal law.

You must be AT LEAST 16 YEARS OLD to store, possess, sell, transport and use the legalized type of fireworks.
Any person violating RIGL § 11-13-1 shall be guilty of a felony and shall be fined not exceeding one thousand dollars ($1,000) for each offense and/or imprisoned for not more than one year for each offense; except that any person using or having in his or her possession without a permit with intent to use display and aerial consumer fireworks with a value of under five hundred dollars ($500) shall be guilty of a misdemeanor.
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