Town of West Warwick

Traffic Management Commission

Regular Meeting

April 16, 2008
Minutes

The Regular Meeting of the Traffic Management Commission was held on April 16, 2008 at 9:00 AM in the Office of the Town Manager, Town Hall, 1170 Main Street, West Warwick, RI

Members Present:       D. Clayton, Interim Town Manager


     
P. Brousseau, Police Chief
D, Parente, Acting Fire Chief

R. Joyal, Town Engineer

P. Thomas, DPW Director
R. Malavich, Town Planner
The following agenda items were discussed and actions taken. 

1. Summit Avenue – No Parking (Pole # 35 to corner)(Councilor Gosselin)

      The Police Chief stated that both he and Major Desrosiers visited the area 

      and indicated that parking is needed in this area and removing it would not 

      relieve the congestion that already exists there.  The Fire Chief stated that he 

      knew of no access issues for his apparatus at that location and did not see 
 
      removing parking as a necessity on that corner. 

      ACTION:


      The Commission determined that the removal of parking at that location 
  
      was not warranted from a functional and public safety perspective. 
2. Border Street – Thru Traffic Issue (Councilor Giroux)

      The Town Engineer stated that the ordinance placing the stop signs on Earl 
 
      Street that was placed there when the bridge construction took place a few       
      years ago was made permanent in the past.  The members felt that the stop 

      signs on Earl Street are not necessary or warranted and their removal would 
 
      reduce the traffic on Border Street.
 
      

      ACTION:


      The Commission recommended that a communication and ordinance 

      amendment be sent to the Town Council recommending that the ordinance 
 
      be rescinded and the stop signs on Earl Street be removed.
3.         Factory and Queen Streets – 3-Way stop Signs (Resident request)

      The Police Chief indicated that Major Desrosiers had a traffic study done with 

      the speed trailer and reported the results.   The study showed that the  
  
  
      average speed was 22.3 mph on average and that the highest recorded  
  
      speed was 33 mph.

      Based on the study the Police Department is recommending that no action is 
 
      needed at this location.


      ACTION:


      The Commission recommended that no further action is warranted at this   

      time. 
      4.         East Greenwich Ave. /Campbell Street. – Visibility Problem (Resident request)

      The Town Planner indicated that he has received another letter from the `

      residents at #70 East Greenwich Ave relating to problems with visibility at the  
 
      intersection of Campbell Street.


      The Public Works Director stated that his crew had cleared the vegetation at 
 
      the triangle a while back and that should have solved the problem.


      The Town Engineer said that the problem may deal with overgrown shrubs 
 
      near the street abutting the concerned resident’s driveway making it a vision 

      problem backing out of the driveway.  


      ACTION:


      The Police Chief will get the address for the concerned resident and follow up 
 
      with the Code Inspector visiting the site and determining whether the shrubs 
 
      are public or private and make sure they are cut down to the required height 
 
      in the ordinance. 
5          Wakefield Street @ Lombardi Lane & Natick Road – S-Curve Signs (Resident   
  
      request
                   The Public Works Director reported that he had “s-curve” warning signs 
 
      installed at key locations on the Street.

      ACTION:


      The Commission determined that there was no further action necessary.

6.           Private Road Width Standards and Fire Lanes.

     The Town Planner, as a result of the Fire Chief raising the subject of the width of 
     private roads constructed for condominium developments. The Chief had
 
     suggested that 24 foot wide roads may not be wide enough to assure 
 
  
     emergency vehicle access when cars are parked along them especially in 
 
     winter months.

     He suggested that the Town require 28 foot wide roadways in these private 
 
     developments and consider an ordinance or regulation that designated the 
  
     roadways as fire lanes prohibiting parking on them.

    The Town Planner indicated that the issue was discussed with the Planning 

    Board and the Board will be requesting that all private feeder roads in  
  
  
    condominium developments be at least 24 feet wide and be designated as 
 
    fire lanes with no parking allowed along them.

     ACTION:


     The Commission felt that the Chief’s concerns have been addressed by the  
 
     Planning Board and that no further action is necessary. 
Prepared by:

R. Malavich, Chairperson

      04/17/08
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