 TECHNICAL REVIEW COMMITTEE MEETING

June 12, 2007
10:00 AM
Site Plan Approval – 95 Washington Street – P 6, Lot 476
The owners of the building presented their proposal to rehabilitate the brick structure and to put an addition on the Crawford Street end of the existing structure to create a mixed use development which includes residential on the upper floors of the brick structure and commercial on the ground floor.  The addition will be all residential.

There are proposed to be 10 condominium units and two commercial condominium/rental units. They are negotiating with the Brooks, who owns the abutting vacant lot, to provide 10 parking spaces.

The Acting Police Chief and Fire Chief praised the proposal as it rescues a building that is currently a major public safety concern.  They asked what other development has been done by the owners.  It was stated that they have done much work in Pasadena California and have moved East to do more development.
The Town Planner indicated that he and the Building Official had met with the developer and feel the proposed project is consistent and within the spirit of the goals of the Arctic Design Control District.   The Building Official concurred.

There were no other comments on this proposal.

The TRC recommended that the application move forward to the Planning Board with a strong recommendation by the TRC. 
Site Plan Approval – 38 River Street – P 40, Lot 60
The applicant was not present but was expected by the Town Planner.  He indicated that there was some confusion over dates and that the applicant had appeared at the June 4th Planning Board meeting expecting to be on that agenda.  (The applicant appeared after the TRC meeting had adjourned)

The Town Planner indicated that it was determined that the property fell within the Natick Design Control District after a permit was issued and the applicant wanted to seek the proper approvals after the fact that the work had commenced.

The Town Planner stated that the addition was, in his opinion, consistent with 
architectural style of the existing residential structure and had little impact on the overall 
character of the Natick Design Control District.
The Planner recommended that the addition be approved by the TRC and that the applicant be allowed to move forward to the Planning Board.
There were no other comments or concerns expressed.

The TRC members recommended that the application move forward to the Planning Board with a positive recommendation.

Application 2007-13 – 83 Coit Avenue – P 28, Lot 33
William Thatcher appeared as the applicant and owner of the property.  He indicated that he and his wife purchased the property as a two-family in 1999.  He found out recently that the structure was only a single family use according to the Building Official’s records.  His neighbors tell him that it has been a two-family structure since the early 1980s.  

The Building Official indicated that his office had done a review of the records on this property and found references to it being a two-family in 1981.  There, however, was no reference or evidence that there was any permission granted to convert it to a two-family.   

The Building Official indicated that the past practice of lenders was to check the assessor’s records and use that information as the basis for their underwriting.  Today’s practice is to request a zoning certificate from his office to determine the legal zoning status of the property.

The Building Official stated that this property has been used as a two-family for the past 27+ years and should be accepted as that.  He indicated that the current owner should not be penalized for this situation but commended for seeking the proper approvals now to correct a longstanding problem.
The TRC members agreed and recommended that the Town Planner send a positive recommendation on behalf of the Planning Board, in this case, to expedite the review and approval process by the ZBR.
Pre-Application Plan – 166 Coit Avenue – P 22, Lot 3

There was no one present to present this proposal to the TRC.
The TRC recommended that the item be moved to the July agenda.

Street Naming Plan- Clyde Woods Commerce Park – P 18, Lot 246

Ron Nunes, the owner, indicated that he is seeking approval for the proposed names of the existing streets in the Park.  The streets were built when this site was a trailer park development.  All utilities are already in the streets.
The Building Official stated that he believes that the Fire Department has cleared the names and that his office could find no conflicts with the proposed names.
The Acting Police Chief indicated that his department should not have any problems either.

The TRC members recommended approval of the proposed names of Arlington Lane, Garrett Lane, and Nunes Lane.
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