Town of West Warwick

Traffic Management Commission

Regular Meeting

October 18, 2006
Minutes

The Regular Meeting of the Traffic Management Commission was held on October 20, 2006 at 9:00 AM in the Office of the Town Manager, Town Hall, 1170 Main Street, West Warwick, RI

Members Present:
Chief Hall, Fire Department




Major Desrosiers, Police Department

R. Malavich, Town Planner
K. Townsend, WW School Department
The following agenda items were discussed and actions taken. 

1. Arctic Parking – Archambault Avenue
The Town Planner indicated that he has prepared a draft ordinance amendment that would prohibit parking on the easterly side of Archambault Avenue from Gardner Avenue to Pond Street and allow parking in designated marked spaces along the westerly side of Archambault Avenue from Gardner Avenue to Pond Street as shown in the parking study prepared by his office in August 2006.
ACTION:
The Town Planner will coordinate the proposed ordinance amendment through the Town Manager for action in the near future by the Town Council.

He will discuss with the Manager how the street will be marked for such parking spaces.
2. Stop Sign – Harris Avenue at South Street


      The Police Department has been requested to consider a stop sign in the 
    
      intersection to slow down traffic.  Major Desrosiers indicated that the Police 

      Department is recommending the installation of the stop sign.

      ACTION:

                   Major Desrosiers will provide a copy of the Police Department’s 

    
      recommendation to the Town Manager for the preparation of the necessary 

      ordinance.
3. 48-50 Ottawa Street


      Major Desrosiers indicated that had been a request for “emergency no       
     
      parking” signs at this location as the resident has a medical situation that `
 
      requires emergency response visits on a street with a parking problem. 


      ACTION:


      The Police Department had the sign installed as a temporary sign and will 
   
      remove when the situation no longer warrants this consideration.

4. Crossen Street Revisited
Major Desrosiers indicated that he is the process of completing the language for the ordinance change.

ACTION:

The Police Department will provide the Town Manager with the desired language for a new ordinance for the Crossen Street area.
5. Hepburn Street Parking Problems
Major Desrosiers indicated that his department has addressed the problems with parking in Hepburn Street area related to patrons of the Vets Club through enforcement.  People tended to park all over the narrow streets when sports games are being viewed and are inconveniencing the neighbors in the area.

Police Department has stepped up enforcement in the area and it has worked.
ACTION:

.
      
       None
6. New London Avenue at St George Street

      According to Major Desrosiers, a radar enforcement request was made at this 

      location due to incidents of excessive speeding.  The Department observed 
     
      an abnormal “crown” to the road and is asking that it be checked out by the 

      appropriate department.


      Chief Hall indicated that he has observed a depression in New London 

      Avenue at Factory Street and asked if the proper department investigate that 
      also.


      ACTION:


      The Town Planner will notify DPW Director Thomas and ask that he investigate 

      both sites.

7. Sign Replacement Program

      Major Desrosiers indicated that many of the existing “No Parking” signs are 

      faded and hard to read.   He suggested that the Town develop a 

   
      program to systematically replace the faulty signs.

      ACTION:

      The Town Manager is requested to discuss this issue with proper department 

      heads to determine how a program could be established.

8. Traffic Ordinance Data Base

      Major Desrosiers indicated that it would be helpful to his department if all 
    
      traffic ordinance changes be available in a computer data base 


      ACTION:


      The Town Planner will discuss this issue with the Town Clerk to determine the 
 
      best way to develop this data base.
9.         Crosswalk Signs - Arctic

      Major Desrosiers indicated that the crosswalk sign in front of Town Hall was run 

      down this past weekend and appears to be beyond repair.  This led to a 

      discussion on the positive response by pedestrians on the use of the signs and 

      the fact that drivers are slowing down and yielding when they are in place.


      It was the Commission’s understanding that three signs were purchased by 

      DPW and only one remains.  Sometimes it shows up in front of St John and St


      James Church on Washington Street.   It was formerly located at the new Post 

      Office.  The one in front of Centreville Bank has also disappeared.


      ACTION:


      The Town Planner will contact Paul Thomas to see if he can replace the 

      missing signs.   At $300 each it may be a budget issue for DPW or another  

      Town department.
Prepared by:

R. Malavich, Chairperson

      10/19/06
