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CHAPTER 1
INTRODUCTION

The Comprehensive Plan for West Warwick is a document, graphics and maps which present
historical trends, current and fomre conditions, goals, policies and recommendarions for the
following functional areas:

Land use;

Housing;

Economic development;

Natural and culural resources;
Community services and facilides; and,
Circulation.

The Plan also includes a program for implementation of these recommendations within 2 3-20
year time frame.

The Comprehensive Plan is a broad-based document which represents the Town's objectives
for furure development as defined by the citizens of the community, and which is ndu?u:d by
the Planning Board, the Mayor and the Town Council. Throughout the preparation of the
Plan, the Town endeavored to invite comment by the widest spectrum of citizen possible,
through a citizen opinion survey, a citizen's advisory commitiee comprised of interested resi-
dents, public workshops and regular open meetings. Through this process, 4 consensus has
been attained on the goals, policies and recommendations which, it is felt, best represents most
residents’ attitudes woward the Town's future.

The undiﬂy‘:l}g theme of this document, as is the Stae’s, is 1o use our land in a way that will
allow us and future generations ... 10 enjoy enjoy sustained benefit from our natural resources
as we strive to create and take full advantage of opportunitics in 1o fashion pleasant living envi-
ronments and to promote economic well-being for all our citizens.™

L1 ose

In 198 Em:mﬂf Rhode Island enacted the Comprehensive Planning and Land Use
Regulation Act requiring the 39 communitics in the Stxe mmm adopt a local
Enmprul'l:::aiw Plan. intent of the Act stems from the ing findings of the General
Assembly:

1. The absence of accurate technical information and comprehensive planning by munici-
E:I government as a rational basis for long term physical development creates conflict-
g requirements and reactive land use regulations and decisions.

2. Municipal government is responsible for land use, but lacks the technical information
and financial resources 1o plan for orderly growth and development and the protection
and management of our land and natural resources.

3. Land, water and air are finite natural resources. Comprehensive phn:]u"l;ﬁ must provide
for protection, development, use and management of our land and natural resources.

1 State Guide Plan Element 121, Land Use 2010, State Land Use Policies and Plan, Division of Planning.
Rhode Island Department of Administration, June 1989.

1 Handbook on the Local Comprehensive Plan for the Rbode leland Comprehensive Planning and Land Use
Regulation Act, June, 1989, The State Planning Council, Division of Planning, Rhode Island Depaniment
of Administration.
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4. Comprehensive planning and its implementation will promote the appropriate use of
land. The lack of comprehensive planning and its implementation has led 1o the mis-
use, under-use and over-use of our land and natural resources.

5. The coordination of growth and the intensity of development with provisions for ser-
vices and facilities is a proper objective of comprehensive planning.

6. Comprehensive planning is needed to provide a basis for municipal and state initiatives
to ensure all citizens have access to a range of housing choices, including the availabil-
ity of affordable housing for all income levels and age groups.

7. Municipal comprehensive planning must recognize and address land uses in contiguous
municipalities and encourage cooperative planning efforts by municipalities.

8. Comprehensive planning will provide a basis for improved coordination so that local
plans reflect issues of local, regional and statewide concern.

9, Improved coordination is necessary berween State and municipal govemnments to pro-
mote uniform standards and review procedures as well as consistency in land use regu-
lations.

The State’s goals for comprehensive planning provide the overall direction for this Plan, and
are as follows:?

1. Topromote orderly growth and development that recognizes the natural characteristics
of the land, its suitability of use and the availability of existing and proposed public
and/or private services and facilities.

2. To promote an economic climate which increases iualir;.rjnh opporunities and overall
economic well being of each municipality and the State.

3. To promote a balance of housing choices, for all income levels and age groups, which
recognizes the affordability of housing as the responsibility of each municipality and the
State,

4., To promote the protection of the natural, historic and cultural resources of each munici-
pality and the state.

5, To promote the preservation of the open space and recreational resources of each mu-
nicipality and the state.

6. To encourage the use of innovative development regulations and techniques that pro-
mote the development of land suitable for development while protecting our natural,
cultural, historical and recreational resources and achieving & bulanced patiem of land
uses.

3 Handbook on the Local Comprehensive Plan for the Rhode Island Comprehensive Planning and Land Use
Regulation Act, June, 1989, The State Planning Council, Division of Planning, Rhode Island Depanment
of Administration.
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7. To promoic consistency of state actions 2nd programs with municipal comprehensive
lans and prove for review procedures 1o ensure that state goals and policies are re-
in municipal comprehensive plans.

8. Toensure that adequate and uniform data are available 10 municipal and state govern-
ment as the basis for comprehensive planning and land use regulation.

§. To ensurc that municipal land use regulations and decisions &re consistent with the
comprehensive plan of the municipality and 10 ensure swic land use repgulations &nd de-
cisions arc consistent with State guide plans.

10, To :nmwuﬁz the involvement of all citizens in the formulation, review and adoprion of
the comprehensive plan.

The preparation of this Plan has been directed 10 achieve compliance with the above goals,

L2 Existing Conditions, Trends and Projections

Population nnddﬂmnﬁhi: information is helpful in illustrating the historical growth panerns
of the community, as well as projecting its furure characteristics. Data is presented in terms of
community-wide characteristics, sub-ancas within the community (census tracts) and regional
characteristics, as defined below.

Census Tracts - Census tracts are geographic divisions within the community, defined by
the U.S. Bureau of the Census, They are small areas into which communities have been di-
vided for statistical purposes. Tract {wndu-‘ms are established by local comminees, the State
Division of Planning and the Bureau of the Census.

West Warwick was comprised of five census racts for the 1980 Census, numbered 201 to
205. Census macts {from the 1980 Census) are illustrated on Figure I-1. They comrespond
generally 1o the following neighborhoods/areas:

201 - Crompton;

202 -  Arctic Hill/Centerville;

203 - ﬁn:ucmwu?m

204 - Hunmﬂn# wClyde; and,

205 - Wakefi ]!lﬂu'r-llﬁ:]:m’ur.:m.

Tract 201 has been divided into two sections for the 1990 Census to accommodate the growth
of the Town, Tract 201.01 will imlu&ml:‘:rsely the Crompton area (Cowesett Road south),
and 201.02 will include largely the Cen le arca (Coweseit Road north to Legris Avenue,

west to Pawtuxet River, east to Route 2). The Town's Census tracts will be considered the
planning districts for this Plan.

Region - For comparative purposes, regional and State suatistics are vsed throughaout this
Plan. The regioa is based on major mszm&m routes, journey 1o work patierns from the
1980 Census end general observations of the community. West Warwick residents average
17.5 minutes travel Gme to work. The 1980 Census indicates that over 83 percent of West
Warwick residents worked in the communities of Providence (14%), Coventry, East
Greenwich, West Warwick (39%), Warwick (23%) and Cranston (7.5%). Because of the ad-
vantageous location of the community centrally in the State, and its proximiry to Intcrstate
Route 95 and State Route 2, the Town's region of influence includes West Warwick,
Warwick, Coventry, East Greenwich and ton (see Figure I-2).
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Population - Demographic characteristics of the Town's population which were reviewed in-
clude population, age, labor force and occupation, income and educaton. Best available data
was used for all statistics. Some statistics cannot be extrapolated to current year estimates with
confidence, and in those instances, 1980 Census figures were uscd.

The Town's population has grown significanily over the past 90 years, as shown on Table 1-1.

Table 1-1
Fopulation Trends, 1500-1950

Perceni
Year Eopulation LChange
1900 11,400 -
1910 14, 200" 24.6
1920 15,461 £.9
1930 17,696 14.5
1940 18,188 2.8
1950 19,096 5.0
1960 21,414 12.1
1970 24,323 13.6
1980 27,026 11.1
1990 20,268 B.3

* . West Warwick split from Warwick in 1913, If joms of 1920 cermas fijures
held true (o prior year, the population for 'I!?J-ﬂ 1910 in the present Town
wolld hive boen &t thase hevels.

Eoimca: WS, Cenaas HH‘F.IJ-IEFH‘I.

This represents a 157 percent increase in the population since 1900, 2 37 t increase since
1960, o 20 percent increase since 1970, and a § percent increase since 1980, Between 198()
and 1989, there were 4,277 binhs, and 2,591 deaths in West Warwick, a natural increase of
1,686 persons (see Table 1-2).4

Table 1-2
Natural Increase, 1980-1989

Year _Births Deaths Net Difference
1980 455 231 224
1981 412 266 146
1982 197 28 169
1943 414 252 162
1984 412 235 177
1935 408 282 146
1985 416 1 178
1987 FTF) 251 193
19EE 47d 293 181
1949 445 112 113
Mataral

Increase 8,277 -2,891 + 1,686

4 Based on information received from R Department of Health, thrmugh 1988 binhs, and the West Warwick
Town Clerk's office for 1988 deaths, 1989 deaths. Binhs for 1959 arc estimated bhased an an average of the
lzst three years.
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Population increased by 2,242 persons since 1980. Based on the above figures, 75 percent of
this increase is due to natural increase, and 25 percent due to inmigration, 1.c., people maving
into the community. It is interesting to compare these figures with the number of new housing
units authorized during the same period. Between 1980 and 1988, there were approximaely
863 new single family units, and 1,043 new multifamily units suthorized in West Warwi ck.?
Using the 2.3 average persons per household from 1980, an estimated 4,380 new persons
:::-ultfﬁll these new units, This figure, plus natural increase, well exceeds what the estimated
change has been over those years.

Inferences which can be made from this difference include the likelibood of a smaller house-
hold size in most of the new units, particularly as the ity have been multifamily wnits. Tt
is also possible that although the units were authorized, they may not have been constructed
during this period.

Population Projections - Projections prepared in 1989 by the Rhode Island Depaniment of
Administration, Division of Plaaning, indicate the following population estimates and projec-
nons:

Estimated Percent
Xear E
1930 29,268 NA
1995 30,602 4.9
2000 31,20 2.0
2005 31,680 1.2
2010 32,032 1.1

* . Actual population from the 1990 Ceraus
Seurce: Rhode Tiland Department of Adminbirstion, Division of Planning. 1966,

The State's estimated 1990 population was 29,872, imately 604 persons higher than the
actunl 1990 population, or a two at error. Based on information developed through the
planning process, particularly availability of land for further developmeni, current economic
conditions, and the attitudes of residents woward growth, the Town accepts the State’s popula:
tion projections through the year 2010.%

jections suggest a leveling off in population over the next 30 years, hiﬁhiy pleusible bj)' the
limited amount of available, land remaining in West Warwick (see Figure I-3). A
6.9 percent increase in total popul is estimated for the next ten years (1990- ) com-
parcd to an 8.3 percent increase for the past 10 years. This is expectad to be followed by 2 2.4
percent increase from 2000 o 2010. Over the next twenty years, West Warwick may expect
another 3,300+/- people to move or be bom into the community. Figure§l-3 illustrates both
historic trends and future projections.

Figure 1-4 shows population growth by the actual change which occurred every ten years, 1o
illustrate the ratc of increase. Alfter a stcady growth peniod between 1910 and 1930, the Town
experienced a declining period, duc to closure of local mills, the post-war recession and the
ding loss of mwl and population. Berween 1960 and the present, population
_has been between to 3,000 persons per decade. Based on the Stie's population
projections, the period between 1990 and 2000 shows s slower rate of increase, at some 2,000
new residents over the decade.

5 RI Depanment of Economic Development, Research Division, 1989,
6 The Town will review the projections in 1996 1o determine whether there should be adjustments.

' . J [ Page I-5




CHAFPTER I
Introduction March, 1962

Figore 1-3
Population Trends and FProjections, 1900-2010
West Warwick, Rhode Island
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Saurces: U.S. Cenaus of Populaion 1900.1980, R.1. Dept. of Adminisration, Divirion of Planaing 1990-2020.

Figure 1-4
Population Changes, 1910 to 2010
West Warwick, Rhode Island

a M B m A
O &6 = — @ = g 2 O =9

1910 1920 1930 1940 1950 1960 1970 1980 1990 2000 2010

Year

Sourees: i Depariment of Econemic Development, Basic BEronomic Sifisfics.
Rhode Island Depirtment of Admintoradon Office of State Flanming, peajsciion.
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Population Distribution - Population is distributed as follows for each census tract in
1960, 1970, 1980 and 1990 (sec Table I-3):

Table 1-3
Summary of Populstion by Planning District, 1970, 1980, 1990
1970-80 19EG-90) 1960-90

Census % of & of | Percani | Est. % of | Percent | Perceni
 Tract 1960 1970 | Total | 1980 | Tols Changs |1550 |Tolsl Chanpge [Chanpe
201 4,480] 6738 371.7] 9,006] 336) 347 | 1i209] de5) 235 1 1503
| 102 4,573 d. 643 9.1 4 945 183 6.5 4,917 &8 :E.'El 1.5

2073 £.133] &.280] 25.8] &310) 234 0.6 61951 11.3 4 1.0
204 3.903] 3,4:0] 143 33s8| 134 26 | iss| vod] -0 LT
| 20 3344] 3.203) 13.2] 3.337) 114 1.0 3694) 1261 11.0 ]

Total 21 414§ 24.323 100.0 ETI-EIE& JE00.0 11.1 29,2681 100.0 E.3 36.7

Sources! u?[hp:. af Cermmerce, Baresy of the Cengun,

Areas which have grown the most over the past three decades include n (CT 201),

Wakefield Hill/Natick/Westcott (CT 205), Phenix/Lippin (CT 204), Arctic HilliCemerville (CT
202), Downtown Arctic has stayed at the same pn_Eﬂninn level for 30 years, even showing a
slight decrease between 1980 and 1990. The distribution of population around the Town has
shifted from Arctic center 10 the me arcas, particularly 1o Crompton, which has more
than doubled in size since 1960. As became more difficult 1o develop in the urbanized wr-
eas, development moved 10 those areas where land was morc plentiful and less costly, bringing
the population along with it.

Population Density - West Warwick has Jong been one of the most densely population
communities in the Stute, with :!Enl{ over 8 square miles of land arca, and a density of 3,527
s per square mile. Statewide, West Warwick is cighth in density, behind Central Falls,
idence, Pawtucket, North Providence, Woonsocket, East Providence and Newport,
Population density by census tract is as follows:

[ Census
Tract Population Area Density
201 11,209 persans 3,63 square miles 3,088 personsisquare mils
202 4917 persons 1.23 square miles 3,998 persons/square mile
203 6,293 persond 0.87 square miles 7,213 personsfequare mile
204 3,133 persons 0.68 square miles 4,640 personsf sguare mile
203 __3.604 persons 176 sguare miles 2,073 persoas/square mile

Sources: U5, Census of Population; Rhode lited Depantment of Ecomomic Development.

The Wakeficld Hill area (CT 205) is the least dense of the villages, while Arcuc
Center/Riverpoint (CT 203} is the most dense. Most of the housing development which has
occurred during the past ten years has been in the Crompton area, with corresponding increases
in density, as shown in Table I-4.
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Table 14
Changes in Flanning Ares Density Since 1965

Censos 1965 1990 Percent
Iract YVillpges Dengity Demsity Chanps

201 Crompion 1427 3 088 1164

202 Arctic HIllCenterville 3.657 1998 9.0

203 Arctic/Riverpoint 6,845 7233 56

204 Phenin/Lippin/Clyde 4,598 4,640 1.0

205 Wakefield HilLMatick/Wesionn 1785 20713 156

Sowrce: U.5. Depanment of Commerce, Runeau of the Consus,

Age of Population - During the period between 1960 and 1990 all age groups have in-
creased in size with the exception of ages 0-4 and 5-9. Thesc groups decreased in size since
1960, but showed a ﬂiﬂu increase duning the last decade. Table 1-5 shows a decrease in the
numbet of children under 9 years of age, while the number of persons likely to have children
increased during the same ﬁmﬁ This underscores the national rend wward smaller families,
and & possible increase in the number of houscholds without children in West Warwick due to
the large number of condominium projects constocted in the past decade. The number of ¢hil-
dren under age 9 has shown a slight increase since 1980, but lower than what might have beex
expected from the large number of single family homes construcied in the Crompion area of the
community during the same period.

Other notable changes since 1960 are the significant increases in population over age 60, due in
par to the construction of a number of large elderly housing complexes within the Town,

Table I-5
Age Distribution of West Warwick's Population
1960 - 1990
AlLe 1960 1970 1980 19s0ll) % Change % Change
Group | Population | Population | Population | Fopulaiion 60-90 £0-90 |
Under § 2409 2,070 1,947 1,564 -185 K
5.9 2,144 2.157 1,643 1.977 18 1.5
10-14 1.978 2.365 2.035 1.691 0.7 £
15-19 1,340 2.144 2251 1,986 a82 118
2028 1101 3,168 2735 2,073 T a2
25.29 1217 1.619 2459 2287 519 7.0
30-14 1,611 1131 22 2,719 725 21,9
3539 1,742 1203 1483 285 43.2 &h.2
20 1.519 1,608 1,163 2,305 518 9E.2
IE-AE:‘ 1222 1,706 1,19% 1,454 215 4.2
5054 1,104 1,506 1,562 1144 3.7 -26.7
55-50 1.058 1207 1,663 Li44 8.2 311
064 %05 1,022 1.540 1446 08 7.5
(656 (50 o] 977 1459 753 301
(7074 554 ETH 770 1,108 866 430
754 618 i54 1,221 1,624 1546 33.0]
Touwl 21414 34,323 27.026 20,268 6.7 B3

i (1) This diseribution nhu-:lupmupmmmnlm-lufhmvhim of Pixnkng 1950 estimaie ap
plied 10 the actizal 1950 papulation ofal
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There was a substantial increase in the number of labor force age adults in the community since
1960, although over the past decade, the number of younger (15 o 29 years of age) labor
force adults has declined (see Tables 1-6,1-7). These patierns seem to show 2 community of
young families, with fewer children moving inlo Town in recent years., These indivi iduals
bring with them new demands for municipal services, pamicularly schools, recreational facili-
tes, and libranes, as well as sewer and water.

Table 1-6
Age Growp Treods, 1960-1950
Wesi Warwick, Rhode Island
! Percent | Percent
Age | Age Group 1960 1970 1980 1990(1) | Change | Change
Group | Description | Fopulation | Population | PFopulation | Population | 60-90 ED-80
1 Preschool 240 2070 1947 1964 183 03
515 . i5choal age 358 4 509 4 286 397 +19.9 =7.2
2064 Labor force 11479 L1310 15,882 17,154 149 5 +8.0
65+ Seniors 2,064 2417 ' 1968 4,192 +103.1 +41.2

Note: {1} This distribution is based ppon the percentages of ol of the Stae Division of Planning 1990 e3-
tmate applied 1o the acnual 1990 population wotal.

Source; 115, Deparument of Commerce, Bureau of the Census; RI Depanment of Administration, Division of
Planning,

Figures 1-5 (o I-8 show trends in the preschool, school age, labor force age and elderly groups.
Figure 1-5

Trends In Preschool Age Group
Wesl Warwick, Ehode Island

2,500

:

§ ®

=
i

1970

1990 2010

Soarce: ULS, Department of Commerce, Burcau of the Census; Rl Depanment of Admimistragon, Division of
Flanning.
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Figure 1-b
Trends in School Age Group
West Warwlck, Rhode Island

B G e B =S O D

1970 1980 1990 2000 2010

Source: U.S. Depanument of Commerce, Bureau of the Census; Rl Department of Admini stration, Diviglon of
Flanning.

Figure 1-7
Trends in Labor Force Age Group
West Warwick, Rbode Island
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Source: 1.5, Department of Commerce, Burean of the Census; RI Deparmment of Administration, Division of
Planning.
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Figure 1-8
Trends in Senior Age Group
West Warwick, Rbhode Island
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Source; U.S. Department of Commerce, Bureau of the Census; Rl Deparument of Administration, Division of
Flanning.

The largest percentage of West Warwick residents are between the ages of 30 and 34, followed
by the 35 to 39 up (see Table 1-7), The smallest number of residents, 3.9 percent, are
in the 50-54 and 55'5? age groups. The median age for the total population was 30.8 years in
1980, slightly younger than the 1960 median of 31.6 ycars. Comparison with Sutewide fig-
ures does not indicate any notable differences in age distribution. Figure 1-9 shows the
Town's population pyramid for 1990. Most notable features of this chan are the constricied
school age groups, from age 0 to 19, and the expansive female group age 75+,

Projections by Age Group - Future projections by age group indicate an aging population,
and a loss in population between 0 10 1]: years from 1990 1o year 2000 (See Tables I-8, 1-9),
The largest increase in an age group in the next ten years, over 90 percent, is expected in the 50
to 54 Iﬂ!:;n'.:nup. With trends toward longer life expectancy, the Town’s older population is ex-
pected to continue to increase as a percentage of the total population. The age group 65 and
older are expected to expenence a net increase of 254/ percent duning the next ten years.

Figure I-10 presents the population pyramid for the year 2010, based upon the above figures,
As in Figure 1-9, the pyramid for 1990, this chan shows a continued constrained school a ge
children group, as well as a smaller young labor force group. The age groups from 40 1o 54
are shown to increase in comparison to 1990, and the cohort age 75+ continues to expand for
both males and females.

Regional Population - The six town planning region used for this Plan had a 1980 popula-
tion of 223,417, which increased to in 1990 (see Table 1-10). This represented a regionwide
increase of nearly 6 percent. West Warwick holds about 13 percent of the region's total popu-
lation, and expenenced an increase of nearly 11 percent in that same peniod. West Warwack
has the fourth largest population in the region after Warwick, Cranston, &nd Coventry.
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Figure 1-9

West Warwick Population Pyramid, 1990
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Table 1-7
Age Distribution of the Population

West Warwick and Rhode Island

I |
| 2

I i
3 4

Ferceni of Tona) Peprl siion

Al 1950 West Warwick | % of Total | 1990 Rhode lsland | & of Toial
Group Population Population Fgguli:inn Population
Under § 1 564 6.7 63,067 6.5
55 1977 6.8 63,023 6.
10-14 1991 68 S8.01 5;
[F) 1986 68 72,251 12
20-24 2073 1. 84,563 B
25-29 2287 '.l-% H, g';r 8
30-34 2779 9.5 83
5-39 2498 ES TgLa 1.6
a044 2 19 60,493 6.9
4540 1434 5.1 $3
50-54 1,144 1.9 43.057 4.3
553-39 1,144 39 42,529 4.3
&0t 1446 4.5 49 008 49
65-649 1 459 5.0 48,73 49
70-74 1,108 3.8 40,898 41
75+ 1,624 5.6 69,549 6.9
Toul 29268 100.0 1,002 645 100.0
Source: U.S. Department of Commerce, Buresu of the Census, 1960, 1570, 1980; RI Department of

Administration, Division of Planning, 1990
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Tahle 1I-8
Pepulation Projections by Age, 1950 o 2810
o T amal s [marmal oo s ormal et 5o
i 99
Mﬂ 1988 67 1922 63 1,798 % I I i 53
59 1917 | 68 | 2080 | 665 | 1935 | 51 1_,:@5@ 34
10-14 1991 8. 3 1
B
% ;
2520 2287 7.8 2,124 69 | 2042 65 2,041 5.4
.%%" 2,779 33 2343 716 ) 2130 68 2048 | 6.4
35.30 %_ 2845 93 | 234 75 2,036 5.4
| 40-44 1.9 2346 £3 ZE4 9.1 2,117 66
4 LAEL 5.1 2338 75 | 253 81 2316 72
' 1,144 39 LA 4% 2297 73 2,760 [
5339 14 3.9 1132 | 3.7 1445 45 | 2399 15
60-64 lg 45 1,111 36 7] 34 2,114 5.6
! 3.0 1359 44 33 1,261 3.9
1,108 38 1324 43 | 1205 ? B76, :;
75+ 1624 | 24856 2836
29,268 w0 'ﬁ* 1_53"5 31291 | 1000 | 32032 | 1000
Source: Rbode Iilnd Degt. of Administration, Division of Plamolag, 1989
Table 1-9
g F Population Projections and Percemtage Changes, 1950-2010°
%ﬂ Year_ Year % C % Cha
Group 1990 2000 1930200 2010 2000-2010
04 1,564 1 23 11 =48
39 1977 1935 2.1 1136 =103
%14 - 1591 2033 - %; 1LB05 . -IFQ
2024 X Y DK 25 03
| 2529 2287 2042 -10.7 % V—
3034 279 | 2,150 -23.4 3.3
3539 2,495 2348 -3.5 2036 | -133
a0t 2305 2844 3.4 2,117 -25.6
© | 4549 1484 2,531 T0.6 2316 -85
| 50-54 1,144 2297 100.8 2,760 1202
[ 35-50 1,144 1445 - £0.3 _2399 66.0
60-64 1,445 om -25.5 2114 56,3
| 65-60 1459 4 -% 1261 £3.1
 70-74 1,108 205 BE¥ —_ 86 273
25t 1 S 2836 b
Total 29268 1 : 32,032
Source: U.S.

U.S. Departmeat of Comumerce, Burean of the Caneps, ]
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Figure 1-10
Popuolation Pyramid, Year 2010
West Warwick, Rhode Island
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Table 1-10
Regional Population, 1980-1990
1980 19%0 Percent Actual Change % Change
F . 2
West Warwick 27026 19268 125 23143 4.3
Warwick 87123 8547 305 -1.696 1.9
Cranston 71592 T6.DE0 23 4 058 5.7
Coveniry 27,065 31,083 134 4m8 14.8
East Gresnwich 10.211 11,865 5.1 1634 162
Region 223417 233,103 100.0 10,268 4.6
Sources: R1 Department ol Administradon, Division of Planning.
The attractiveness of West Warwick as a residential area is evident in the above statistics,
which show the Town with the third largest percent increase in popualation of the regional
communities over the past decade.

Household and Family Composition - Households arc defined in the Census as persons
per occupied housing unit. Even a slight change in houschold size produces a significant
change in the number of housing units.” The average Rhode Island houschold consisted of

7 Land Use 2010: State Land Use Policies and Plan, Rhode Istand Depariment of Administration, Division of

Planming, June 1989
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3,07 persons in 1970; ten years later it was down to 2.7 persons per houschold. In 1970 there
were 33 housing units per 100 persons staicwide, while in 1980 there were 37 units per 100
persons, due 10 a less than 0.3 percent change in household size.

In 1960, West Warwick had 24,323 ns in 7,814 households. Average household size
was 3.11 persons. By comparison, were 27,026 persons in 9,936 households in 1980,
for an a-.rmfc houschold size of 2.72. Current houschold size is estimated a1 2.34 persons

household (29,872 persons/12,488 households). There are currently 43 housing units per
liﬁ] 10 37 housing units per 100 persons in 1980. This indicates a potential
demand for more housing wnits, ll:lf particularly units which serve smaller households.
Within the households in 1980, there were 7,288 families, 51 percent of which had children
under the age of 18. The combined total of children under age 18 was 7,238, or 1.0+/- chil-
dren per family. The percentage statewide was slightly higher, at 1.14 children per family.
Ower £0 t of the Town's families are unmnr:f couple familics, and 15 percent are female
householders. These figures are similar 10 statewide conditions for families.

Education - In 1980, approximately 57 percent of the West Warwick ﬁvpuluiun over age 25

had completed high school and 10 percent had completed college in 1980, Suiewide. sl ghily

over 61 percent of residents over age 25 in the region had compleied hif‘r. school in 1980, and

E;d - t had completed college in 1980, showing West Warwick slighuy helow the norm
education.

Social Characteristics - The 1980 Census indicates that nearly 92 percent of Wesl
Warwick residents were born in the United States, and nearly 8 percent were foreign born. Of
those who were foreign bom, most were from lualy, and places within North and Centrl
America, mainly Canada. This is a significant difference from 1960, in which some 40 percent
of the Town's total population was foreign bom, or of mixed parentage.

Census tracts 202, 203 and 204 had the largest ‘rr-:tnugﬂ of foreign born residents (Arctic,
Arctic Hill, Phenix, Lippitt, Clyde), between 10 and 11 percent of wtal residents, while tracts
201 and 205 had larger percentages of native bom residents.

The language spoken at home reveals more about the ethnic characteristics of the community.
In 1980, 75 percent of residents only English, while § percent spoke French, 3 percent
spoke ltalian, 1 percent spoke Polish and 5 percent spoke other languages.

The 1990 Census will likely reveal further changes in the community’s ethnic base, as recent

years have brought immigrations from other countries. Residents of the community have long

felt strong ties to their ancestry, and as the 1960 study of the Town's lation indicated, this

“tends to strengthen these neighborhoods as functioning social units.” The diversity in ances-

E' tied 1o the community’s industrial heritage, is one of the elements which makes it unique to
region.

L3 Growth Issues

Ower the past 10 years West Warwick has undergone a period of substantial growth and new
development. This has brought about an understanding of the pressures brought by the addi-
tional population, particulasly in providing community services and facilities, budgelary chal-
lenges, recognition that the Town will continue 10 experience some growth, and 2 desire (0
ensure that such growth is compatible small village character of the community. This village
character has been defined in many wavs lhﬂ}llgﬁlﬂ the planning process, bul essentially re-
volves around the mill villape stmosphere and identity, including the mill stroctures and hous-
ing arcund which each village grew. Preservation and improvement of this unique characier
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was a major theme of the planning process, as
Comumittes and the general public.

Issues Identification

identified by the Comprehensive Plan Advisory

- The issues which were considered throngh the planning process

were identified through a variety of sources. mmhﬂﬁaciﬁun:mymﬂuﬂud‘ggﬁ:
Alpha Research Associates in the spring of 1990, a questionnaire submined to sclected Town
and community service providers, an issues identification excrcise held early in the process,
public workshops held during the laner stages of the project and through discussion &t monthly
Comprehensive Plan Committee meetings.
In West Warwick, residents have a long-standing identification with specific villages, and
Table I-11 summarizes these issues (not prioritized) by village area. This list, while not all en-
compassing, is tative of the concems presented by the public during the planning pro-
cess. These issues and related topics form the problem stalcment 10 which the goals, policies
and recommendations respond.
Table 1-11
Summary of Issues Ralsed Doring the Planning Process
' Villuge Character Tssmes/Concerns
Arctle Primanly commercial area, with in- | = Downtown is unalwractive, visual quality needs im-
terspersed residential uses. provement,

« Mead rehabilitation of existing buildings, promotion
of exinting commercial space, siroclscape ¢~
ments, road repairg, planting flowening (rock on main
roads and generally cleaning up the downlowm,

+ Perception that some existing downtown land uses
pensrae pndesirakle activitkes such s loiering, liner.
ing. .

« Parking - lack of, and enfoscement of parking regula-

« More commerncial development needed, inclhisding
restaurants, theaters, other cultural attractions,

« Controls on the development of multifamily housing.

« Downiown cannot compeie with surroanding strip
commercial malls, and is Josing business as thess ar-
eas cxpand.

Arctic HIl | Primarily a residenual area. » Preservation of old mill buildings.

* Roadway - in gencrl,

» Mainscnance of the area’s historic values.

s Meed to limit further commescial development, and
maintain inlegrity as a residentind area,

Centerville | A mined use area, with residential, T~ Significant road/traflic circulation improvements
commercial and industrial uses e~ nesded, incloding Murray Square, Veteran's Square,
spersed. and Route 117,

« Need to limit additional commercial development.

+ Preservation and revse of old mill buildings.

+ Perception of uncontrolied development, particularly
commercial developmend
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3.07 persons in 1970; ten years later it was down to 2.7 persons per houschold. In 1970 there
were 33 housing units per 100 persons staicwide, while in 1980 there were 37 units per 100
persons, due 1o a less than 0.3 percent change in household size.

In 1960, West Warwick had 24,323 ns in 7,814 households. Average household size
was 1.11 persons. By comparison, were 27,026 persons in 9,936 households in 1980,
for an a.-.rmfe houschold size of 2.72. Current houschold size is estimated a1 2.34 persons
T:r household (29,872 persons/12 488 households). There art.mm:nl.'l;!r 43 housing units per
00 persons compared 10 37 housing units per 100 persons in 1980. This indicates a ential
demand for more housing units, and particularly units which serve smaller houscholds.

Within the households in 1980, there were 7,288 families, 51 percent of which had children
under the age of 18. The combined total of children under age 18 was 7,238, or 1.04/- chil-
dren per family. The percentage statewide was slightly higher, at 1.14 children per family.
Ower 80 t of the Town's families are unmnr:f couple families, and 15 percent are female
householders. These figures are similar 1o statewide conditions for families.

Education - In 1980, approximately 57 percent of the West Warwick gpl.ﬂlﬁun over age 25

had completed high school and 10 percent had completed college in 1930, Sutewide, slightly

over 61 percent of residents over age 25 in the region had compleied hif‘r- school in 1980, and

}ns;d - t had completed college in 1980, showing West Warwick slighuy helow the norm
education.

Social Characteristics - The 1980 Census indicates that nearly 92 percent of West
Warwick residents were born in the United States, and ncarly 8 percent were foreign bomn, Of
those who were foreign bom, most were from lualy, and places within North and Central
America, mainly Canada. This is a significant difference from 1960, in which some 40 percent
of the Town's total population was foreign bom, or of mixed parentage.

Census tracts 202, 203 and 204 had the largest ntages of forcign bomn residents (Arctic,
Arctic Hill, Phenix, Lippitt, Clyde), between 10 and 11 percent of total residents, while tracts
201 and 205 had larger percentages of native bom residents.

The language spoken at home reveals more about the ethnic characteristics of the community.
In 1980, 75 percent of residents nnlg English, while 8 percent spoke French, 3 percent
spoke ltalian, 1 percent spoke Polish and 5 percent spoke other languages.

The 1990 Census will likely reveal further changes in the communily’s cthnic base, as recent

years have brought immigrations from other countries. Residents the community have long

felt strong ties to their ancestry, and as the 1960 smudy of the Town's lation indicated, this

“tends to strengthen these neighborhoods as functioning social units. e diversity in ances-

E. tied 1o the community’s industrial heritage, is onc of the elements which makes it unique to
region.

L3 Growth Issues

Ower the past 10 years West Warwick has undergone a period of substantial growth and new
development. This has brought about an understanding of the pressurcs brought by the addi-
tional population, particularly in providing community services and facilities, budgetary chal-
lenges, recognition that the Town will continue to experience some growth, and a desire (0
ensure that such growth is compatible small village character of the community. This village
character has been defined in many wavs throu the planning process, but essentially re-
volves around the mill village ammosphere and identity, including the mill stroctures and hous-
ing around which each village grew. Preservation and improvement of this unique character
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was a major theme of the planning process, as
Comumittes and the general public.

Issues Identification

identified by the Comprehensive Plan Advisory

- The issues which were considered throngh the planning process

were identified through a variety of sources. mmhﬂﬁaciﬁun:mymﬂuﬂud‘ggﬁ:
Alpha Research Associates in the spring of 1990, a questionnaire submined to sclected Town
and community service providers, an issues identification excrcise held early in the process,
public workshops held during the laner stages of the project and through discussion &t monthly
Comprehensive Plan Committee meetings.
In West Warwick, residents have a long-standing identification with specific villages, and
Table I-11 summarizes these issues (not prioritized) by village area. This list, while not all en-
compassing, is tative of the concems presented by the public during the planning pro-
cess. These issues and related topics form the problem stalcment 10 which the goals, policies
and recommendations respond.
Table 1-11
Summary of Issues Ralsed Doring the Planning Process
' Villuge Character Tssmes/Concerns
Arctle Primanly commercial area, with in- | = Downtown is unalwractive, visual quality needs im-
terspersed residential uses. provement,

« Mead rehabilitation of existing buildings, promotion
of exinting commercial space, siroclscape ¢~
ments, road repairg, planting flowening (rock on main
roads and generally cleaning up the downlowm,

+ Perception that some existing downtown land uses
pensrae pndesirakle activitkes such s loiering, liner.
ing. .

« Parking - lack of, and enfoscement of parking regula-

« More commerncial development needed, inclhisding
restaurants, theaters, other cultural attractions,

« Controls on the development of multifamily housing.

« Downiown cannot compeie with surroanding strip
commercial malls, and is Josing business as thess ar-
eas cxpand.

Arctic HIl | Primarily a residenual area. » Preservation of old mill buildings.

* Roadway - in gencrl,

» Mainscnance of the area’s historic values.

s Meed to limit further commescial development, and
maintain inlegrity as a residentind area,

Centerville | A mined use area, with residential, T~ Significant road/traflic circulation improvements
commercial and industrial uses e~ nesded, incloding Murray Square, Veteran's Square,
spersed. and Route 117,

« Need to limit additional commercial development.

+ Preservation and revse of old mill buildings.

+ Perception of uncontrolied development, particularly
commercial developmend

H e ah

Page 1-16




CHAPTER 1
Introduoctlon March, 1562

Table I-11 coml.
Summary of Isswes Raised During the Flanning Process

Village Character Issues/CoOncerns
Clyde! A mixed vse area, including com » Road improvements nesded at Mapls Avenue/Eas
Lippinu mertial, r:ﬁﬁﬂwdndmduﬂu] Main and Mzin

nses, + Traffic flow is difficult and road conditions are poor in

general, il
« Pressrvation end reass of mill buildings.
= Meed for drainape improvements,
» Need 1o imit adduional development, panticularly
conversion of single family units w0 muhifamily
undts, additional commercid developenent, develop-
meni on small lois

+ Loss of neighborhood character,

Crompton A mixed use area which inclodes res- | » inmmg: singhe family housing.
idential, commercial and industrial | » Incresze the number of recreational facllites.
uses. » Need for open space

preLervaLion.

» Rnad improvements nedded include New London
Avenpe and Cowesett Road, Route 3, Easl Greenwich
Avense and Greenbush Road

« Meed for controlled developenent, dlowing of growth,

+ Emphasis on single family development versus muli-
family development, condominiums of spariments

* Improvemenis 10 Waler pressare.,

+ Perception of uncontrolled development - all uses

Natick Largely residential, with commercial | + Road improvements - widening Wakelicld Sereel, Eust
uses inierspersed. Avenue repairs, and improvements in gencral,
« Using Pawiunet River arcas for recreational purposes.
+ Need for drainape Emprovements,
Imprmnum hmdnnmnd:ﬁ:min:mn parts of
the neighborhood.
« Limiting further commercial developmen.
Phenix An wrhan residential arca, inchuding | * RoadAralfic circulation improvements - signal m
some commercial uses. Wakeficld™Main, Phenby/Maln, upgrading Phenix

Square, improvements 1o Wakefizld Streat, Main
Sueel

« Need for additional recreational arcas.

+ Meod for dramage improvemenis.

 Improvements 1o historic bulldings, presenation,
Tesinration.

« Revitalizstion of the anea - r.hmupnnn mainlenance.
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Table 1-11 cont.
Summary of Issues Ralsed Duoring the Flanning Process

Village Characier Issues/Concerns
River Point | Generally characierized &s & mixed « Maintaining River Point Paric.

use area, mainly residential, bot also | - Need for drainage impeovemsnts,

including some comimercial, recre- » Improwed access 1o Wakeficld Hill.

ationzl and industrial nses. » Loss of the ethnic community.

» Orverdevelopment - primarily commersial encrosch-
ment 1 residential areas,

= Abandonment of oldes bulldings.

- Preservanon of open gpaces and country Bumosphers,
» Improvements of drinsge problems.

« Widening Wakeficld Smreet

» Limit development of high densily housing &nd

e il areas.

Wakefield Rural, open and low density residen-
Hinl thal.

1.4 Citizen Summary

In ME{, 1990, Alpha Research Associates conducied a poll of 411 West Warwick residents
over the age of 14’ in & study designed to assist in the development of the Comprehensive Plan.
The questionnaire was designed io elicit residents’ opinions about town services, quality of
life, development eic., as they cumrently exist in West Warwick and opinions regarding direc-
tions for West Warwick's future development, Appendix I-A includes the full survey reporn.

Of those residents interviewed, males and females were equally represented, 72 percent were
age 44 or younger and 18 percent were age 55 or older. Most of the households (54 percem)
had three or more members, and hmnebog composition reflects a community largely com-
prised of families with children and young adults. Most respondents owned their homes (58
percent), and live in single family detached dwellings.

West Warwick is a community of relative newcomers. Some 41 nt have lived in the com-
munity for 5 years or less. Most of those who have moved into Town have come from other
places within Rhode Island.

Over 45 percent of the residents surveyed have two or more wage eamers, the remainder have

single wage earners. About one-third of both first and second wage eamners are in white collar

jobs, an 25 percent of first eamers are skilled laborers and 14 percent are in blue

collar jobs. About three quarters of both first and second wage carners work outside of West

Warwick, and 12 percent work in the City of Providence. Fory percent of the residents sam-

glé:g have annual incomes between $30,000 and $60,000, ten percent have incomes abave
000 and 36 percent have incomes under $30,000.

Opinions on Town Image - Respondents were asked to first volunteer what they liked best
about West Warwick, and then what they liked least. Most responses to the first question ad-
dressed the general character of the community, for example, it is quict and friendly, it has a
small town annth:m, it is a homey place, it is close to everything. Things that respondents
liked least about West Warwick largely related to municipal or state services, including diny
sidewalks, sewer problems, and lack of bus service.
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Town Services - In general, residents are satisfied with Town services. With the exception
of playgrounds arﬂpuks.:ndmndnninmmlﬂmﬁmwutnmdumﬂmlmgmdhy
almost all 5. Rescue service, library and fire protection were rated most highly.
The high school, junior high and elememtary schools were rated only fair or poor by 24 10 37
percent of respondents.

Having adequate water pressure at home for normal daily use was a problem for about one-
quarter of those interviewed; these individuals were more likely 1o live in the Crompton and
Phenix/Lippitt areas.

Roadway intersections mentioned as being dangerous included Main and Legris (Veweran's
Square), Main and Church, Main and West Warwick, Main Street in general, East Greenwich
Avenue and Greenbush, and Main and Phenix.

g:;lﬂr of LWlm which :mm&uﬁt:mﬂfm quality of life in West \:’Fwi-:k wWETE
a8 Very impornant, somew or not very imporant by survey re-
spondents. The features included good uality/well maintained housing, space, employ-
ment opportunitics, location in Rhode Is shopping opportunities, and historical characier.
Gmdauali&m& well maintained housing, and open space were at the wp of the list, with
more than 60 percent of re rating them as very imporant to their quality of life, while
shopping opporunities and historical characier were considered o be not very impaortant by
almost one quarter of the respondents. Three quarters of the respondents favor spending addi-
tional Town money 1o protect open spaces from future development.

Zoning Regulations and Development - When asked about zoning regulations, 40 per-
cent said they were not strict enough, and 32 percent said they were about night. Only T per-
cent said they were 1o strict, but half of these were from the Crompton area. The
Centerville/Arctic Hill area had the highest proportion of respondents (55 percent) who said
regulations were not strict enough.

In terms of the future development of the Town, the development of public parks and recre-
ation arcas, and recreational programs were given top prionty. These were followed by en-
couraging manufacturers to locate in West Warwick, revitalizing the Main and Providence
Street commercial arcas, Fwﬂlz; wide range of housing opportunities, providing more an,
music and cultural activities and development of shops, stores and restaurants. Over 40 per-
cent rated development of s 5, stores and restaurants as not very important 10 the furure de-
velopment of West Warwick. Ninety percent of respondents favor promoting the reuse of mill
buildings for small business use.

1.5 Summary

During the past 30 years West Warwick accommodated over 7,800 new residents at an average
density of 3,500 persons per square mile. The addition of these new residents has brought
changes and placed numerous pressures on this small village-centered community. Long a
blue collar, labor-ariented town, West Warwick is moving toward a more white collar charac-
ter, and many feel it may be losing its small village character.

Mast recent growth has been inmigration o the community, as more people find West
Warwick an arractive, geographically convenient and economical place 1o live. It clearly is &n
affordable alternative 10 surrounding communities.

Population is expected to continue to grow, although at a slower rate than recently experienced.

As the availability of land in West Warwick continues to decrease, there will be
fewer opportunities for de nt and a corresponding slowing of population growth. Grver
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the next ten years the lation is expectzd to change in its demographic composition, with
fewer school age :hﬂﬁnmadﬂuindmhbu!nwngcmmmc derly. Thesc
changes must be monitored and factored into local decisions reganding community services,

facilities and land use changes.

As these demographic shifts occur, it is important that public sentiment regarding growth and
development be maintained at the forefront of local decision-making. Public participation in the
planning process shows substantial concem for maintaining and improving the village character
of the community, while allowing growth which will anf:ma.b'ly suppon existing and funare
residents of the community. The recommendations of this Plan focus on the overall desires of
the West Warwick citizenry, and their hopes and aspirations for the furure of their communiry.
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