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CHAPTER II
LAND USE

"Designates the proposed general distribution and general location and inter-relationship of land use

for residential, commercial, industry, open space, recreation facilities, and other categories of pub-
lic and private uses of land. The land use elemeni is based upon the other elements contained in
the Plan and it will relate the proposed standards of population density and building intensity to the
capacity of the land and available or planned facilities and services. A land use plan map, illustrat-
ing the future strategy and land use policy of the municipality as defined by the comprehensive
plan, is required. The land use plan must contain an analysis of the inconsistency of existing zon-
ing districts, if any, with the land use plan. The land use plan should specify the process by which
the zoning ordinance and zoning map shall be amended to conform to the comprehensive plan.” --
Rhode Island Comprehensive Planning and Land Use Regulation Act

II.1 Historic Development Patterns

West Warwick is located near the geographical center of Rhode Island, and is one of the most
densely populated communities in Rhode Island. In the eighteenth century, the Town was
home to a thinly scattered farming population, and the common unit of settlement was the fam-
ily farm. Agriculture remained the principle economic activity in the Town throughout the
century.

During the nineteenth century, West Warwick was transformed from a farming area into one of
Rhode Island's most heavily industrialized towns. Textile mills were built along the Town's
rvers and became the nuclei of small villages. The creation of these villages - Centerville,
Crompton, Natick, Lippitt, Phenix, Riverpoint, Clyde, and Arctic - gave the Town its charac-
teristic arrangement and flavor which it retains even now.

Later in the century, some of these villages, especially Phenix and Arctic, grew into genuine
urban centers. As the scale of production increased in the Town's mills, the growth of the vil-
Jages surrounding them kept pace. The mill villages, which began as small hamlets, acquired
many of the institutions which would serve the needs of the community - schools, churches,
post offices, stores, and banks - and became the focus of the area's economic and social life.

In 1913, West Warwick was incorporated as a separate town. Development in the preceding
century had %OﬁOocmma on a single institution or commercial center; the Town was essentially a
federation of mill villages. Although West Warwick remains a factory town, the decline of the
textile industry after World War I affected great physical and social changes, almost as great as
the change from agriculture to manufacturing a century earlier. .

Recent Development Patterns - Since the end of World War II, most residential building
has followed a suburban pattern, and large tracts of single-family houses have been built, such
as those in the Cowesett Farm area in the southern part of town, at the Knight Farm in
Westcott, and in the area off Wakefield Street. In recent years, some multi-family buildings
have also been constructed, including elderly housing projects, apartments and condominiums.
The open spaces which once separated the mill villages are now filling up with such develop-
ments.

Increasing use of the automobile and highway and commercial improvements have diminished
the dominance of the mill villages. Changes in the Town's highway system have been both a
reflection of and an encouragement to the new growth. State Route 2 and Washington Streetin
Arctic are the sites of many businesses which serve the automobile-oriented public, and the
construction of Interstate 95 in the 1960's has provided a convenient link from West Warwick
to other parts of the metropolitan region. Industrial development also has been influenced by
automobile-oriented patterns. While some manufacturer's have continued to use the nine-
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Chapter I1
LAND USE March, 1282

Figure -1
Land Use Trends, 1965-1950
West Warwick, Rhode Island
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Table -1
Existing Land Use, 1965-1990
Percent of e Percent of % Change
1965 Total Area 1990 - | Total Area 1965-50
Residential 1,084 % 20.7 . - 2,079 - 397 01.8
Commercial . 160 3.1 200 - 3.8 25.0
Industrial - 213 4.1 - 380 7.3 78.4
Public/Semi Public 234 4.5 553 10.6 136.3
Other 473 9.0 537 10.3 13.5
Total Developed 2,164 41.3 3,749 71.7 73.2
Total Undeveloped . 2,351 . 526 1,166 - 223 -57.6
Hosugm.?.mw. . 4,915 939 . 4915 94.0 NA
Total Water Area 320 R s L 320 6.0 NA
Total 5,235 - 100.0 . +i5.235 100.0 NA

Source: Albert Ven & Associates, Rhode Islend Department of Administration, Division of State Planning.
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Chapter I
LAND USE March, 1992

There have been numerous land use changes in West Warwick over the past 25 years, most
notably during the last decade, when the Crompton area began to take on the character of a
moderately dense residential neighborhood. The large amount of land redistributed from the
undeveloped to developed category, and the remaining amount of undeveloped land, signals
the need to look closely at what additional development the Town can support and what
changes are needed relative to its tax base. It is also important to make early decisions on
parcels for future municipal use, such as parks or schools, while the land remains available.

II.2 Planning Districts
The following describes the general land use patterns of each census tract/planning district in
the Town:2

Census Tract 201.01 - Crompton - Bordered by Cowesett Road to the north, and the
Coventry, East Greenwich and Warwick boundaries to the west, south and east respectively,
this planning district has experienced the most significant growth over the past 10 years. The
area still retains a rural quality, particularly along the East Greenwich Avenue/Greenbush Road
corridor.

Large single family residential subdivisions, accessed primarily from Cowesett Road, East
Greenwich Avenue, Greenbush Road and New London Turnpike are the predominant land
use. A number of large condominium developments, single family attached and multifamily
apartment style, are located in the district.

Industrial development is limited to the southern part of the tract, in the West Warwick
Industrial Park, both north and south of Interstate Route 95, Commercial development is lo-
cated along Route 2 (Quaker Lane), and Cowesett Avenue, including both strip and plaza type
developments. This area also contains sizable undeveloped tracts of land, much of which is
marginal or unbuildable due to wetlands and other environmental constraints. However, this
tract holds the largest potential for future development, largely in the residential and industrial
land use categories.

The area is largely zoned for minimum residential lot sizes of 8,000 to 10,000 square feet, a
large industrial zone covering the industrial park and a business zone along Route 2, extending
west along Cowesett Avenue to the vicinity of Kulas Road.

Census Tract 201.02 - Crompton/Centerville - This tract is located north of tract
201.01, bounded generally by Centerville Road to the north, Cowesett Avenue to the south,
the Warwick City line to the east, and the Pawtuxet River to the west. Similar to census tract
201.01, single family residential development prevails. This area has less undeveloped land,
and higher housing density than Crompton. Small pockets of two family residential housing
exist throughout the western portion of this tract, and large multifamily complexes are located
in the northeast comner of the tract.

Commercial development is located along Cowesett Avenue and Quaker Lane, as well as a
couple of small commercial pockets on New London Turnpike. Industrial uses are few in this
tract, with a small area adjacent to the Pawtuxet River, west of New London Turnpike.

2 West Warwick is comprised of six census tracts generally corresponding to the following
neighborhoods/areas: 201 - Crompton; 202 - Arctic Hill/Centerville; 203 -
Arctic/Riverpoint; 204 - Phenix/Lippitt/Clyde; and, 205 - Wakefield
Hill/Natick/Westcott.
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Chapter I
LAND USE March, 1992

The area is zoned primarily for residential uses with minimum single family lot requirements of
8,000 square feet. Strips of commercial and industrial districts are located along Main Street
and the Pawtuxet River.

Census Tract 205 - Wakefield Hill/Natick/Westcott - This tract is bounded by the
Cranston City line to the north, the Warwick City line to the east, the Pawtuxet River to the
south, and Burlingame Road and Wakefield Street to the west. It remains the least densely de-
veloped of any of the census tracts, due to the presence of large tracts of undeveloped land and
private recreational land in the form of golf courses.

The character of this tract is widely varied. South of the Pawtuxet, in the Westcott area, is a
densely developed residential area, with commercial uses along Providence Street. The north-
eastern corner of the district is similar in character, and includes large multifamily elderly
housing complexes, the Town's wastewater treatment plant as well as dense single family,
two-family and multifamily residential development. The remainder of the tract includes large
expanses of open space, two golf courses, single family attached unit condominium develop-
ments, and low density residential development. Wakefield Street, which splits the tract in
half, is a rural road, providing some excellent views of the urban areas to the south. The area’s
rolling character is its outstanding natural feature, in addition to the Pawtuxet River, althou gh
for the most part, the River is not visible to the casual passerby.

1.3 Land Capability

Land capability analysis is a method of determining how much development is feasible in a
given area based on combinations of zoning and environmental constraints. Based upon the
Town's existing zoning scheme, and its unique environmental conditions, West Warwick
holds a certain carrying capacity for development. Hypothetically, that capacity is reached
when every buildable parcel of land is subdivided so that it satisfies the minimum zoning re-
quirements. Once the land is subdivided, residences and businesses are assumed to be con-
structed on the buildable parcels according to the densities permitted under the zoning ordi-
nance. It is possible for towns to reach this theoretical capacity, however, it is unlikely be-
cause some buildable land can be expected to remain in lower intensity uses, such as recre-
ation, agricultural, open space etc.

Through the use of historical building records and a series of assumptions, it is possible to es-
timate when a town will reach its development capacity. For example, if it is determined that
buildout will be reached with the addition of 3,000 housing units, and an average of 150 per-
mits for new residences were issued per year in the last decade, it is estimated that it will take
approximately 20 years to reach buildout (3,000 units/150 units per year = 20 years). Factors
such as the economy, technology and environmental regulation will effect the development
rate, and no amount of historical analysis will enable an accurate depiction of the rate at which
development will occur in the future. In any given decade there are likely to be peaks and val-
leys in the economy which will effect the development rate. The 1980's are a good example of
how swings in the economy effect the rate at which development occurs. The recession econ-
omy of the early 1980’s saw sharp decline in residential development, by the mid-eighties,
which was characterized as a boom economy, residential building rates had increased dramati-
cally, and the early 1990's have brought the northeast back into a severe recessionary period.

The ability to predict the amount of development that can occur is vital for the long-range plan-
ning of services. Reliable information regarding the development potential of the town is
essential for the various departments to plan for increases in service demand. The great ex-
pense associated with capital improvements make it necessary to start budgeting for them well
in advance of the actual need. Understanding the potential future population based on the land
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Chapter I
LAND USE March, 1992

Methodology
The land capability analysis involves the following steps:

1. Mapping soils which are indicative of wetlands, steep slope or limiting to on-site septic
systems - Soil types as defined by the U.S. Department of Agriculture Soil
Conservation Service (SCS) were mapped on computer by RIGIS, and then were digi-
tally measured by Albert Veri & Associates to determine the areas of various soil con-
straint. Soils are considered limiting for individual sewage disposal systems (ISDS)
due to high groundwater table, slow percolation rates, susceptibility to flooding, pres-
ence of rocks and boulders and excessive permeability. The areas defined by the SCS
need to be verified on a site by site basis, but provide a good guideline as to areas
which could pose potential environmental problems. In addition, soils with slope limi-
tations (more than 15 percent) were included. The levels of constraint are as moderate,
high and severe, defined as follows:

Moderate - Areas with moderate constraints are those which are generally suited to
residential development. These soils are considered fully developable in this analysis,
m.o...ﬁmaoo_m located on these soils can be built to the maximum density allowed by
zoning.

Some soils in this group have constraints to development and evaluations must be made
on a case by case basis. The constraints consist of: 1) very rapidly permeable soils
which have a higher potential for groundwater contamination; 2) slowly permeable soils
which tend to have greater septic system failure rates and 3) extremely stony soils,
which are expensive to excavate and grade for residential development. Also included
are disturbed areas which are often suitable for residential development, but which need
site specific evaluation. Examples include gravel pits, cut and fill areas, and paved ar-
eas.

Prime agricultural soils are defined as those best suited for producing food, fee, forage,
fiber and oilseed crops, and also available for these uses. These soils are considered
fully developable in this analysis.

High - Areas with high constraints to development are those which have a seasonal
high water table (19 inches to 42 inches depth), bedrock (shallow soils, rock outcrop-
pings), or slopes greater than 15 percent (15 feet of vertical rise over 100 feet of hori-
zontal distance). Steep slopes increase the potential for soil erosion during construc-
tion, and make construction of on-site septic systems difficult. Shallow soils, and rock
outcrops impair the construction of roads, buildings, buried utilities and on-site septic
systems.

A percentage of these areas have been developed in the past and will continue to be de-
veloped in the future. For the purposes of this analysis 15 percent of these areas is
considered developable. Many of these soils have additional constraints to develop-
ment, such as slow permeability or, in a few instances, very rapid permeability.

Severe - Areas with severe constraints are hydric soils (wetlands) which have a high
water table (0" - 18") year-round, or those soils which are excessively rocky or sandy.
These areas not considered developable in the future.

3. Mapping developed and undeveloped land - A map showing developed and undevel-
oped areas was compiled using 1988 aerial photography.
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Chapter I

LAND USE March, 1992

Most of the development is predicted to occur in the A and AA zones, the areas which permit
the lowest density of the four residential zoning districts. Most future development is likely to
occur in the Crompton and Wakefield Hill areas, where developable land still exists. Some
new development can also occur in the B and C residential zones, through infill of vacant lots,
conversion of units to multifamilies etc.

Table II-3
Land Capability Analysis

Summary Table - Townwide Data

Total Land Gross 15% Design Net
Zoning Area Developable Factor for Developable Potential
District by Zone Area Roads etc. Area Development
(Acres) {(Acres) (Acres) (Acres) (Housing Units)
Residential (1) 2 3) (4) (5)
C 295 11 2 9 117
B 425 47 i 40 443
A 1,395 172 26 146 1,032
AA 1,780 386 58 328 1,937
Subtotal 3,895 616 93 523 3,530
Business
D 377 27 4 23 -
Industrial
E 643 157 24 133 -
Total 4915 800 121 679 -
Notes:

(1)- Planimetered measurement from 1"= 1,000' base map.
(2)- Planimetered measurement from 1"= 1,000' land use map. 15% of the areas with high constraints are
considered developable.

(3)- 15% design factor for roads, infrastructure, etc., applied to developable acres.
4)- Column (2) minus column (3).
(5)- Potential housing units equals the area of developable land divided by minimum area of the zoning dis-

trict. Multi-family units are included.
- 15 % of arcas with high constraints are considered developable.
- Major water bodies, Routes 95 & 295 right-of-way not includéd in area of zoning districts.
Source: Albert Veri & Associates, 1991

Population Saturation - Population saturation is defined as the number of people the Town
could support if all its developable land were developed under existing zoning regulations.
Based upon the number of new housing units predicted and the current average household size
for West Warwick, the ultimate saturation population is estimated to be 37,540+/- people. A
range of population from 35,000 to 40,000 is likely. This large number of potential new resi-
dents is due primarily to the amount of multifamily development throughout the Town.

Commercial Land - There are approximately 377 acres of commercially-zoned land in the
Town, of which 94 percent is developed (see Table II-3). Of the remaining 6 percent (23

B o =f ah
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Chapter I

LAND USE March, 1992
Table II-5
Detailed Housing Unit Distribution
(ACRES)
Area of Various Housing Densities
3.4 5-9 10 - 49 50+
Area Area 2 Units Unlits Unlits Units Units
Net Devoted Devoted per per per per per
ZONING | Buildable| To Single | To Multi- | Structure Structure Structure Structure Structure
DISTRICT Area Family Family 31% 24% 15% 21% 9%
Q) @ &)}
C 11.0 1.1 9.9 31 24 1.5 2.1 0.9
B 47.0 14.1 329 10.2 7.9 49 6.9 3.0
A 172.0 154.8 17.2 5.3 4.1 2.6 3.6 1.5
AA 386.0 3474 38.6 12.0 9.3 5.8 8.1 3:5
TOTAL 616.0 517.4 98.6 30.6 23.7 14.8 20.7 8.9
(UNITS)
5-9 10 - 49 50+
2 Units 3-4 Units Units Units Units
1 Unit per per per per per
ZONING Per Structure | Structure | Structure| Structure| Structure
DISTRICT | Structure 31% 24 % 15% 21% 9% TOTAL
@) ) ©) U] @ 9 (10)
& 8.0 26.7 20.7 12.9 274 21.0 116.8
B 81.9 88.9 68.8 43.0 91.1 69.9 443.5
A 842.9 46.5 36.0 22,5 47.6 36.5 1,031.9
AA 1,513.3 104.2 80.7 50.4 106.8 82.0 1,937.5
TOTAL 2,446.0 266.3 206.2 128.9 272.9 209.4| 3,529.6
Notes:
(1) - Net buildable area from Table 1.1
(2)- Based on historic trends a percentage of each zoning district's developable land was assigned to the single or
multi-family category. The percentages of developable area devoted to multi-family units are as follows: Zone
C 90%, Zone B 70%, Zone A 10% and Zone AA 10%.
(3)- A percentage of the total area devoted to multi-family units was separated into 5 categories. Categories and per-
centages are based on 1980 census figures.
(4)- Area in column (2) divided by 6,000 Zone-C, 7,500 Zone-B, 8,000 Zone-A, and 10,000 square feet Zone-AA.

(5), (6), (7), (8), (9) - Areas from the 5 categories under (3), divided by 10,000 sq.ft. -2 Unit., 17,500 sq.ft.-3-4 Unit,
35,000 sq.ft. 5-9-Units., 97,500 10-49 Units, 120,000 50+ Units, times the average number of units in the
grouping. Zoning regulations require 10,000 square feet of area for a two-family unit and an additional 5,000
square feet for every additional unit. (See example below)

(10) - Total of all units; single and mult-family.

ZONING

AREA DEVOTED
DISTRICT __ TO MULTI-FAMILY

5-9 Units per
Structure 15%

C

9.9 Acres x .15=1.5

5 - Units 25,000 sq.ft. required
9 - Units 45,000 sq.ft. required
Average 35,000 sq.ft.
Average 7 Units

Acres x 43,560 =

65,340 sq.ft. =

35,000 Ave.

1.866 Structures x 7 Units/Struct.

13 Units

B o =f o
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Chapter II
LAND USE March, 1992

gerous intersections/road segments in the community in the citizen survey. Crompton residents
also identified water pressure for normal daily use as often being inadequate. The new
Greenbush Elementary School is nearly at capacity, and does not have suitable recreational fa-
cilities to serve its currently student enrollment.

The likely development path for this planning district is continued single family residential
subdivision construction on a smaller scale than recent years. The undeveloped land which
remains is principally wetland, and is not developable under State environmental regulations.
The area is lacking in recreational space, both for active and passive recreational activities.
Recently it has become normal practice to informally request developers to donate parcels of
Jand for recreational purposes, but it is not required under existing zoning/subdivision regula-
tions. The Flat Top Pond area has significant potential for future recreational use.

Commercial development should not be permitted to encroach further along

East Greenwich Avenue. Some available space still exists in the industrial park, requiring
a coordinated public/private marketing approach. Uses should be industrial in nature, rather
than commercial to bring the greatest benefit to the Town tax base.

Census Tract 201.02 - Crompton/Centerville - Maintenance of neighborhood integrity
is the key in this planning district. Since virtually no undeveloped land exists in this area,
growth pressures are limited. Tapping the reuse potential of the mill complexes located along
the Pawtuxet River in the western part of the district will be an important consideration in the
next 20 years. Maintenance of greenbelts along the River where possible, as well as along the
small streams which run through the eastern portion of the district will serve to preserve the
integrity of these systems.

Census Tract 202 - Arctic Hill/Centerville - Maintaining the integrity of existing
neighborhoods will be a challenge for the next 20 years in this area. Housing quality in many
areas could be improved, and commercial development has infringed on residential areas.
Traffic circulation continues to present a problem in this area, particularly along Centerville
Road (Legris Avenue), Veteran's Square, and various points along New London Turnpike.
Commercial business signage in some parts of this area is obtrusive and overall visual quality
less than desirable. Maintenance of commercial areas within the current zones is preferable to
continued expansion along Main Street and West Warwick Avenue. A number of older mill
complexes exist in this planning district, providing future opportunities for continued industrial
uses, mixed uses or other uses as appropriate. The Pawtuxet River, which forms the south-
eastern boundary of this tract, is a key natural feature of the Town, and efforts should be taken
to preserve its shoreline for public use and river access.

Census Tract 203 - Arctic/Riverpoint - Throughout the 1950's, 1960's, and 1970's, the
retail districts of many communities like West Warwick deteriorated as they lost their formerly
dominant role in the metropolitan retail market to suburban shopping. Much of the deteriora-
tion in Arctic can be attributed to loss of customers and shops to the Warwick malls, and the
more recent Route 2 strip development. Problems existing in downtown Arctic include a sur-
rounding population which has limited purchasing power, suburban shopping malls accompa-
nied by changing consumer behavior, traffic conflicts in the West Warwick area, incompatible
land uses interspersed with commercial uses, unattractive building facades and signs coupled
with the presence of overhead utility lines, lack of landscaped pedestrian walks or other ameni-
ties which might enhance aesthetics of the area. Undesirable land uses in downtown Arctic,
such as bars and adult-only establishments are also seen as being somewhat of a impediment
to the area's revitalization. Maintenance of Town government facilities in Arctic is important to
its ultimate revival.

m Bh& Page II-15



91-11 @8ed ﬁ ﬁ -] m

'sa8ed Suimo ,
-107 21 uo pajuasard ore s[eod 35yl JA3IYIE 0} PAUSISAP SUONIE uonejusw[duar pue S3AIOO4

. "SUId)
-jed 2sn pUB[ PUE JUSUIUOIAUS UMO] [[IWU PUe[SUg M3IN [EUOTIPED §YOIMIBA 1S9M JO
$ONSLIAIOBIBYD S[qRISap pue sanIsod 3yl JO JUSWA0OURYUS Pue uoneAIasald o jowolg .

‘sadeospue] pue SpooyIoqysTIau §,UMO, Y} JO I910BIRYD SANJUNSIP 3} aaoxdur
pUB URIUTRJA] "AITUNUILIOD 3Y) JO SPIJU Y} SAIIS JBY) S3ISN PUB] UOLBAIISUOD PUE Arroe;
or7qnd ‘[BUONIBAINAI ‘[eLOSNPUT ‘[RIOISUILLOD ‘[ENUSPISAI U33M13q S0UE[eq B YSTIqRIS? O,  »

*3]qE[TEAE 2q O}
pauue[d IO S[qRTBAR SIOTAIIS Pue SauTIoey orqnd JO [3A3] 3y3 01 pue[ JO SN 3 AB[AIOL,  »

‘rouuewt Sursead
£[[eona1Isae pue S[qEIMba ‘OMIOU0I? ‘pUnos A[[eIUSWUOTAUS TUSLOLIS UE UL SpIsu Ku
-nuwod aminy pue juasald Sunesw jo 9jqeded ST YoM wsned asn pue| e spraord oy, e

-uonendod pue juswdoaaap uoddns 03 puey Jo Liroeded [eImeu Sy I9pISUOD O) pue
saoInosa [eleu pue juawdofaasp puel usamiaq drysuone[al snomuowmrey e ajowoid of,

:SMO[[0] SE ‘S[e0S UTRW 9ATJ UO PAIIU20 are sarood pue s[eod asn pueT]
suopoy uopsjuduwdjduwry pus s3poy[0d ‘s[eod S'I

"JueLIodurt PIISPISUOD OS[E SEA AJTUNILIIOD I} JO 0INOSALI [RUOHEAIAUL yuepodu ue

s 59509 J[0F 9y SUTUTBIUTEJA SIZIS 10] WMWITUT 133Je] SuLnbar IO $31S [ENUIPISAL Suuy
-snpo Surpnpdurt ‘pauonuswt suondo snoLrea Y ‘ssadoid Suruuerd s Suumnp p3uaf 18 PIssnd
-S1p seA ‘5951100 J{08 oyl punore Aprenonred ‘padojaaspun Jururewal 9y) JO 3S[) "BAIE u2213
uado swos Sumureiurew 10§ Lyunuoddo [ea1 9uo s,uMo], 3y} s9p1aoxd eare sty ‘SIOLOSIP Sutu

-ue[d ay1 JO You pue[ ISOW YT, - JJ0IISIA/HINEN/IITH PIRUSHEM , S0T 1PEBI] SNSUd)
-arqerreae K1radoid spqedoraasp parmuly A19A qia ‘x0od puel

SI BAIE U], "SIUSPISAI SI pUB UMO, 343 U0 sdiysprey Aressaoouun 3jeald 0} $anunuoed dew e10
-1JJO UE JO 90U3SqE SY} puE punoqe s1aans 1aded ‘s1omsp Suruueld 19410 UI S "SIUSPISAI BATR
JAIS 0] SIOIIOR] PUB SIVIALAS AJUNUILOD JO S[2A3] S1enbape Surpraoid pue ‘1ATY Joxmumed o
10 uonoajoid ‘uonearasard pooyI0qyIIoU PUNOIE JAJOASI SINSST SN PUB] Krewud s eare xuayd
o1 ‘syonstp Suruue[d 19y10 03 re[rwus - IPA)/NIddIT/xiusayd - 0T 10EL]L SNSUI)

‘permuapt pue paasssaid aq prnoys siutod ssa0oe orqnd pue ‘eare ay Jo amy

-gaJ [einjeu SUTpUEISINO UB SB juruodull ST ‘1080 SNSU3D 341 JO AIepunoq WISyuou Y} 18 ‘1oAY
1OXIJMEJ Y[ 'SISNQE SNOLEA O} S0P UONTPU0d J00d Ut are SaNI[IOe] SuMSIXS pue ‘P

are syuaprisal 1owsip Suruue(d I0F SIRI[IOR] [EUONBAUISY I[qB[[BABUN ST Supjred 19908-U0 UL
-1jJ0S AUy BArE JO[[ewS g ojul paxoed are syun a1ow se ‘wajqoid Suro3uo Ue St Bare Iyl JO
sjuapisal 10y Sumjred "pooyroqystau oy Jo sired Swos Jo Arenb a1 Jo SUTPAMOIDIOAC pue uon
-peI3ap 2yl UT PII[NSAI SBY SITUN IS[[EWS O SHun justrirede 193Ie] JO UOISIIAUOD JO ‘sjusunirede
01 s1un A[ruuey S[3UTS JO UOISISAUOD PUR ‘UMO], ) UT SUSP 1SOW Y3 re SpooyIOqySIou Bary

Z661 UoIBI SN ANV
I 133deq)d



Chapter II
LAND USE

March, 1992

I1. Land Use
Goals

Policies

Implementation Actions

1. To maintain high
standards in land
use and develop-
ment policy and
zoning law, as
well as in the
administration
and enforcement
of these regula-
tions.

a. The Town supports the 1991 Zoning
Enabling Act.

1. The Town will update and amend its existing
Zoning Ordinance to comply with the guidelines
and requirements of the Zoning Enabling Acl as
amended.

b. Administer and enforce development
regulations with consistency and fair-
ness.

1. Make Zoning Ordinance requirements explicit
with regard to site planning and design as they
relate to the natural features of the site, includ-
ing mandatory review by the Planning Board.

2. Ensure that adequate municipal planning, zon-
ing and building inspection staff is available to
implement and enforce the Town's development
regulations.

3. Members of the Planning Board, Zoning Board
of Review, and other boards or commissions
with development-related responsibilities will
participate in annual training sessions provided
by the State or other agencies. Members are re-
quired to attend one training session annually.
A budget item will be established to fund any
fees associated with such mandatory training
sessions. Members are also encouraged to at-
tend American Planning Association meetings
and workshops to be informed on current plan-
ning issues.

4. Develop an official zoning map for the commu-
nity at plat map’scale which is easily modified,
and is updated annually. :

5. Support the computerization of the Town's plat
maps, official road map and zoning maps.

6. Strengthen special exception standards within the
Zoning Ordinanceto make requirements more
explicit.

7. Increase the Zoning Board of Review's account-
ability by requiring that they submit written de-
cisions on special excepuons and variances.
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Chapter I
LAND USE

March, 1992

II. Land Use
Goals

Policies

Implementation Actions

velopments.

c. Encourage a high quality of design in all
nonresidential and large residential de-

1. Formalize the site plan review process within
the Zoning Ordinance, applicable to nonresiden-
tial and large residential projects as defined by
the Planning Board. The Planning Board will
establish a list of site plan requirements and
guidelines, including, but not limited to par-
cel(s) bounds; existing zoning and use; existing
and proposed location of principal and accessory
buildings and structures on the site; neighboring
properties within a 200 foot radius showing ex-
isting use, zoning and ownership; location of
existing and proposed roads and sidewalks; loca-
tion, dimensions and number of off-street park-
ing and loading spaces; location, dimension and
design of existing and proposed signs and exte-
rior illumination of the site; location of existing
and proposed recreation facilities, open space,
easements and/or rights-of-way, and utilities, in-
cluding water supply, sewage disposal, storm
drainage and electrical or gas service, if applica-
ble; soil types; if regrading is proposed, existing
and proposed grade contours at 5 feet intervals;
location and type of existing and proposed major
tree and shrub areas; flood hazard areas; freshwa-
ter wetlands; location, dimensions and type of
existing and proposed screening, fences or walls;
proposed density, number of bedrooms per
dwelling unit and percentage of lot coverage;
and, general exterior architectural plans and ele-
vations of all proposed structures indicating pro-
posed style and materials. Graphics will be in-
cluded to promote ease of use.

2. Paving of a front yard from side lot line to side
lot line shall not be permitted.

3. Underground utilities will be required in new
developments.

3.

To provide aland

use pattern which
is capable of
meeting present
and future com-
munity needs in
an efficient, eco-
nomical,
equitable and aes-
thetically pleas-
ing manner.

a. Maintain the existing residential zoning
district density scheme, while working
to fine tune the Zoning Ordinance re-
guirements such as site planning, de-
sign, historic preservation and natural
Tesources, etc.

1. Update and revise the existing Zoning Ordinance
within 18 months of the acceptance of this
Comprehensive Plan by the State. Review the
recommendations of the Zoning Ordinance Study
Committee and incorporate as appropriate.

B o =f e
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Chapter I

LAND USE March, 1992
II. Land Use
Goals Policies Implementation Actions

2. Require a vegetated buffer between different de-
velopments in different intensity zoning dis-
tricts, eg., between adjacent parcels which fall in
a commercial and a residential district.

3. Confine commercial uses to existing business
zoning districts and arterial roadways, and limit
further strip development by encouraging shared
parking lots and driveways and similar mecha-
nisms.

4, Require the consistent enforcement of Zoning
Ordinance off-street parking and loading re-
quirements, particularly when there is a change
of use at a site requiring different numbers of
parking and/or loading spaces.

5. Consider dividing existing commercial zoning
districts into two separate zoning districts; the
first to address village-type businesses such as
those present in Arctic and Phenix, and the sec-
ond 1o address general business, such as those
present along Quaker Lane and Route 3. The
purpose of this division is to explicitly define
commercial uses suitable to the different envi-
rons presented in these areas.

6. Consider establishing a second industrial zone,
to be applied to industrial zones which cover
mill complexes, expanding their reuse potential.

7. Maintain industrial zones for industrial uses, and
limit intrusion by commercial or other uses.
This is particularly important in the Industrial
Park area.

b. Strive to achieve equity between the
costs and benefits of new development.

1. Review and update the Comprehensive
Community Plan at five year intervals, to en-
sure that changing public needs are met.

2. Study other Rhode Island communities impact
fee systems, their structure, administration and
impacts, and determine whether such a system
would be appropriate for West Warwick.

B o= ah
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Chapter I

LAND USE March, 1932
. Land Use
Goals Policies Implementation Actions

3. Stimulate the expansion of economic develop-
ment activities, inclnding cultural, recreational
and edncational, in the Arctic, Phenix and
Natick areas.

4, Encourage investment by the public and private
sectors that will stabitize and improve economic
opportunities in downtown Arctic, Phenix and
Natick, including preservation and reuse of his-
toric buildings.

5. Locate schools, government facilities and other
appropriate community facilities in or near vil-
lage centers.”

6. ?oino an adequate and safe system of pedestrian
walkways and sidewalks in village centers.

7. Ensure the regular maintenance and sweeping of
pedestrian walkways, sidewalks and streets.

. Provide and maintain safe, easy-o-find, and well-
lit public parking areas in the business centers.

9. Tie historic preservation and revitalization efforts
in-with economic development and promotion of
tourism in the Town.

¢. Recognize the importance of recreation,
open space, public access to water bod-
ies, and historic resounrces to the
Town's economy, and in attracting and
retaining business and industry, and en-
deavor to protect and enhance these re-
sources in economic development sit-
ing and design activity.

1. Retain open space spaces large enough to serve
as wildlife habitat, store flood waters, abate air
and water pollution, provide a sense of open-
ness, and serve as buffers and aesthetic amenities
to existing development.

. 2. Preserve, and where necessary restore, rivers,

water bodies and their shorelands for recreational
use, wildlife habitat, and open space corridors.

Future Land Use Plan Map
The planned future land use of the Town of West Warwick is illustrated on Map No.1
found on the following page ( and in the pocket at the end of this document). This map is
a graphic representation of the Town’s goals and policies relating to land use, natural and
cultural resources, open space preservation and recreation, economic development,
housing, and community services and facilities.
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