Chapter VII
Recreation and Open Space

West Warwick Comprehensive Plan
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CHAPTER VII
RECREATION AND OPEN SPACE

Shall include an inventory of recreational resources, open space areas and recorded access 1o such re-
sources and areas. The element shall also contain an analysis of forecasted needs and policies for
the management and protection of such resources and areas. The policies and implementation
techniques must be identified for inclusion in the implementation program element.

-- Rhode Island Comprehensive Planning and Land Use Regulation Act

VIL.1 Introduction

The purpose of the Recreation and Open Space element of the Comprehensive Plan is to serve
as a guide to implement a Townwide program which would serve present community needs as
well as provide for future needs within a framework of the comprehensive plan. This element
is an update of the 1987 West Warwick Recreation, Conservation and Open Space Plan which
was prepared to qualify the Town for recreational and open space funding from the Federal and
State governments.

The objectives of this element are as follows:

« To develop an effective recreation and open space preservation element of the
comprehensive community plan;

« To provide a system of parks and playgrounds oriented toward serving the ev-
eryday recreation needs of the neighborhoods and community;

« To provide various types of recreational facilities which serve all age groups of the
population;

« To continue an active program of site acquisition and to continue a capital im-
provement program to meet future needs;

e To qualify for state and Federal grants available for acquisition and development
of open space and recreation lands;

« To protect surface water resources;
+ To develop a linear park system associated with the Pawtuxet River;

« To continue to cooperate and coordinate with the State and private interests to
protect valuable unique areas which are classified under the heading of
Conservation and Open Space.

« To continue to acquire recreation, conservation and open space land as it becomes
available, and maximize the use of existing land areas.

VII.2 Scope and Methodology

This plan generally follows the guidelines set forth by the State for open space and recreation
components of the comprehensive plan and the standards for local recreation, conservation and
open space plans. To meet these guidelines and standards, the following planning elements are
addressed as part of the scope:

« Planning Context - historical overview, socio-economic factors, climate, to-
pography, form of government, population, and growth and development patterns;
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CHAPTER VII
Recreation and Open Space

March, 1992

« Now I'm going to read you a list of reasons that people have said contribute to the
quality of life in West Warwick. For each reason, please tell me whether you think
it is very important, somewhat important, not very important or not at all important
to the quality of life in West Warwick.

Reason
Presence of open space

Importance

Very important 64
Somewhat important 25
Not very important 5
Not at all important 3
Don't Know 2
No Answer 0

Percentage

« Now I'm going to mention some areas for possible development in West Warwick.
For each one I mention, please tell me whether you think such development is very
important, somewhat important, not very important, or not at all important for the

town's future.

Area
Developing public
recreation and park areas

Providing more
recreational programs

Importance

Very important 63
Somewhat important 27
Not very important 8
Not at all important 1
Don't Know 1
No Answer 0
Very important 62
Somewhat important 26
Not very important 7
Not at all important 2
Don't Know 3
No Answer i

Percentage

« Do you favor or oppose spending additional town money to protect open spaces

from future development?

Favor 75
Oppose 18
Don't Know 5
No Answer 2

In the first question above, residents were asked to rate town services and facilities. In
general, they were satisfied with town services. With the exception of playgrounds and parks,
and road maintenance, all services were rated excellent or good. Playgrounds and parks were
rated lowest by residents of the Phenix/Lippitt neighborhoods, followed by the Arctic/Clyde
and Riverpoint/Centerville and Arctic Hill neighborhoods. Parks and playgrounds received the
highest ratings from Crompton and Natick/Westcott/Wakefield Hill residents.

Ninety percent of respondents to the survey felt it was important that the Town develop more
parks and recreation areas, as well as provide more recreational programs. Support for more

Page VII-3
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CHAPTER VII
Recreation and Open Space March, 1992

falls, built mills and workers' housing, and transformed West Warwick into a bustling
manufacturing area.l

In 1794 (soon after the Slater Mill was established in Pawtucket), a cotton mill was built at
Centerville, and in rapid succession a number of mills sprang up along the river. The cotton
industry, as many textile industries in Rhode Island, gradually declined in importance to the
Town, and has been replaced by other industries, including medical products and computer
software firms. West Warwick is continuing to use its central location and excellent regional
transportation facilities to its benefit with its Industrial Park along Interstate Route 95.

The mill villages, which began as small hamlets, acquired many of the accoutrements of urban
life - schools, churches, post offices, stores and banks - and became the focus of the area's
economic and social life. New immigrant families joined the earlier Yankee families.
Increased use of the automobile and highway and commercial improvements have diminished
the dominance of the mill villages, while suburban housing has filled in much of the space

between the villages.2

Population - Recent population trends have been as follows:

Percent
Year Population Change
1950 19,096 5.0
1960 21,414 12.1
1970 24,323 13.6
1980 27,026 11.1
1990 29,268 8.3

Population density as of 1980 was approximately 3,256 inhabitants per square mile of land
area. West Warwick ranks eleventh in population among the 39 municipalities in Rhode
Island. According to the 1980 Census, the median age of the population is 30.3 years, 26+
percent of the population was under age 18, and 11 percent were over age 65:

Climate - West Warwick's climate includes a mean January temperature of 29.0 degrees
Fahrenheit, mean July temperature of 72.0 degrees and mean annual precipitation of 40.0
inches.

Mapping - West Warwick is covered by the Crompton and East Greenwich quadrangles of
the U.S. Geological Survey. Aerial photographs (1988 flight) are on file at the Rhode Island
Department of Administration, Division of Planning, One Capitol Hill, Providence, Rhode
Island.

Government - There is a Mayor-Council form of government, pursuant to a new Town
Charter effective in 1988. The five member Town Council meets on the first Tuesday of each
month, and the annual financial Town meeting is held on the first Tuesday after the third
Monday in March.

Natural Resources - West Warwick sits astride the rough boundary between the two major
landforms of Rhode Island: the lowlands along the bay and ocean, and the interior uplands.
The upland section, underlain mostly by granite, consists mostly of gently sloping, round

1 Rhode Island Historical Preservation Commission, Historic and Architectural Resources of West Warwick,
Rhode Island: A Preliminary Report, 1987.

2 Rhode Island Historical Preservation Commission, Historic and Architectural Resources of West Warwick,
Rhode Island: A Preliminary Report, 1987.
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CHAPTER VII
Recreation and Open Space March, 1992

As the rising income levels of the Town's families brings more leisure time, and as the Town is
experiencing an increasing younger and older population (those under 18 and over 45), there
will be a greater demand for recreation facilities. These recreation needs will not only be in
competition with residential development for available land, but also with the demand for
industrial sites and services necessary for employment diversification.

The ethnic diversity of the Town's population is also perceived to be changing, although 1990
Census figures are not yet available to document these changes. Diversity in recreational
interests exists among different new ethnic groups, and should be considered in facilities
development.

Physical and Aesthetic Characteristics Relating to Open Space - As one of most
densely developed communities in the State of Rhode Island (6th of 39 municipalities), West
Warwick is an urban community with limited open space. As indicated previously,
approximately 22 percent of the Town's total land area remains undeveloped. The largest open
spaces exist in the northern part of the community, what is known as Wakefield Hill, on the
Cranston town line, and toward the southern end of the community, around the West Warwick
industrial park. Both areas are constrained for development to some extent, by wetlands and
steep slopes. However, development pressures are continuous, particularly in the Wakefield
Hill area.

With its rolling terrain, West Warwick provides numerous interesting vistas. The Pawtuxet
River is visible in certain locations, and has been a key element to the Town's development.
Preservation of these views, and the river and its shoreline are key for future open space
preservation efforts.

Public and Private Agencies Responsible for Local Recreation and Open Space
Resources - The Town of West Warwick Town Planner has responsibility for the preparation
of the Town's short and long range plans, including the Recreation, Conservation and Open
Space Plan, last prepared in 1987. The Planner has historically been the key local individual
involved in pursuing open space preservation grants as well as recreational facilities acquisition
and development funds.

The Recreation Department is responsible for the development and implementation of
recreational programs and the maintenance of Town recreational facilities and equipment.
Presently the Department is administered by a part-time director, with three part-time main-
tenance personnel. Other staff is hired during the summer months to run the Town's summer
programs. These programis include softball, basketball, swimming, special events, arts and
crafts, and field trips. Participation is approximately 200 to 250 children per day, Townwide.
Programs are limited to children ages 6 through 14, and are scheduled from July 9 to August
10, Monday through Friday.

The Town is now in the process of hiring a full time Recreation Director, who will oversee the
Town's recreational facilities and the Civic Center. A complete restructuring of the Recreation
Department is underway.

The Recreation Department has historically overseen elements of the construction and
maintenance of public recreational facilities throughout the Town. However, other private
concerns have often built facilities on Town land, usually ballfields. Usually, the groups are
also responsible for the maintenance of the recreational facilities, although the maintenance is
often supplemented by the Recreation Department. These groups often restrict use of the
facilities to their leagues or others permitted to use the facilities by the leagues. These groups

Page VII-7
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CHAPTER VII
Recreation and Open Space March, 1992

include: Pop Warner football, Babe Ruth baseball, Little League baseball, Bambino League
baseball, West Warwick Girl's Softball, West Warwick Soccer Association, and others.

Recreational facilities under the jurisdiction of the School Department are maintained by the
School Department. Limited coordination exists between the School and Recreation
Departments on the use of these facilities.

Planning Districts - As they are throughout this Comprehensive Plan, the Town's Census
tracts will be considered the planning districts for this Plan. West Warwick was comprised of
five census tracts for the 1980 Census, numbered 201 to 205, illustrated on Figure I-1. They
correspond generally to the following areas:

e 201- Crompton;

e« 202- Arctic Hill/Centerville;

« 203- Arctic/Riverpoint;

e 204- Phenix/Lippitt/Clyde; and,

e 205- Wakefield Hill/Natick/Westcott.

Tract 201 has been divided into two sections for the 1990 Census to accommodate the growth
of the Town. Tract 201.01 will include largely the Crompton area (Cowesett Road south),
and 201.02 will include largely the Centerville area (Cowesett Road north to Legris Avenue,
west to Pawtuxet River, east to Route 2).

VII.5 Resource Inventory and Assessment

During the preparation of the Recreation, Conservation and Open Space Plan, a complete
inventory of all outdoor recreation facilities located in the Town of West Warwick was un-
dertaken. The following tables presents the inventory data in summary form for the Town and
its districts, and Appendix VII-A includes the detailed survey forms. Figure VII-3 shows the
location of the recreational facilities.

The information presented shows that 318+/- acres of land and water are committed for
recreational purposes. Of this amount, 291+/- acres of land area are actually developed and
utilized for this purpose; 14+/- acres are either reservoir or wet areas; and 13 acres are un-
developed. . .

Table VII-1
Summary of Recreation and Open Space Sites
West Warwick, Rhode Island

Recreation/ Service Total Plapning

Conservation Sites Area/Function  Acreage District Facilities

Municipal Recreation

Public Schools

West Warwick Junior/Senior Community 18.0 202 Gymnasiums

High School Playfield Auditorium
Soccer field
Football field
Baseball field
Tennis courts

4 Basketball courts
4 outdoor tennis courts

m A =] Bf Page VII-9
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CITY OF CRANSTON

Source: Albert Veri & Associates, Inc.
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Table 1

Inventory of Recreation Resources

West Warwick, Rhode Istand

Recreation Sites Mode’ Acreage(1) Census Tract  Planning District Ratio
Population (00)(2)  Acres/Population
Natick Playground Team Sports 5 205 7 1.4
: Playlot
Picnic
NO FACILITIES 204 3.2 0.0
Head Start Facility 1 203 8.3 0.2
West Warwick High Team Sports 18 202 49
. Indoor/Cutdoor
Arena
Courts
. Horgan Playlot 0.5 202
Riverpoint ; Team Sports 40 202
Christ the King School Playlot 0.3 202
Brookside Park Playlot 259
Factory Street Playlot 2 202 ]
. Subtotal 63.39 49 12.9
Maisie E. Quinn/ Team Sports 5 201.01 6.2
Crompton Vets Playlot
Carr's Playground Team Sports 2.2 201.01
Playlot ‘ ‘
Subtotal .7 6.2 1.2
Flat Top Pond L 2 201.02 ] 0.4
TOTAL: 79.09 29.3 i

Type of Facility
Playlot

Playfield/Playground
Neighborhood Park
Community Park

, Conservation Area

Special

Acre/1000 Pop.
25-.5 acres

1-2 acres
1-2 acres
5-8 acres

Based on
Availability

Based on
activity served

Table 2
Standards of the National Recreation and Park Association (NRPA)

Size Service Radius
1 acre or less < 1/4 mile
15+ acres 1/4 - 1/2 mile
15+acres 1/4-1/2 mile
25+acres Community
Community Community
Community Community

Area Served
Several blocks

Neighborhood
Neighborhood

O.o::n::#«
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CHAPTER VII

Recreation and Open Space March, 1992

Table VII-1 cont.
Summary of Recreation and Open Space Sites
West Warwick, Rhode Island

Recreation/ Service Total Planning
Conservation Sites Area/Function Acreage District Facilities
Campbell Farms Subdivision Neighborhood 6.0 201 Undeveloped
Area Conservation
Nottingham Subdivision Open Space Neighborhood 12.0 201 Undeveloped
Area Conservation
Private/Semi-Public
Recreation
Private Schools )
Christ the King Neighborhood 0.3 202 Picnic tables
Playground Playground equipment
Notre Dame Neighborhood 0.6 204 Black top
Playground exercise area
Semi-Public Recreation Areas
Carr's Playground/Carlson Circle Neighborhood 3.4 201 Baseball field
Playground Basketball court
Playground equipment
Picnic table
Brookside Avenue Neighborhood 2.7 202 Multipurpose field
Playground Playground equipment
Picnic table
Cleveland Street Playground Neighborhood 1.5 204 Informal play area
Playground Playground equipment
Arctic Hill/Factory Street Playground Neighborhood 3.5 202 Playground equipment
Playground Basketball court
Picnic table
Crompton Veteran's Organization Community 10.8 201 Baseball fields
Playfield Lighting
Phenix-Harris Walkway Regional 1.0 205 .3 miles of trail
Special
Private Recreation Areas
West Warwick Country Club Community/ 74.5 205 9 holes
Regional Club house
Golf course
Midville Country Club Community/ 67.2 205 9 holes
Regional Club house
Golf course
Centreville Mill Conservation Area ~ Community 0.7 202 Undeveloped
Conservation

Page VII-11
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CHAPTER VII
Recreation and Open Space

March, 1992

Table VII-2
Summary of Recreational Facilities by District
West Warwick, Rhode Island

Deve- Water/

Planning District loped  Wet Vacant Type of Service Owner-
& Name of Facility Land Land Land Facility Area ship
PLANNING DISTRICT 201
1) Maisie E. Quinn School 238 — 13.2  Playground Neighborhood Town
2) Crompton Playground 1.2 — —  Playground Neighborhood Town
3) Flat Top Pond 18.0 6.0 —  Community Park Community  Town
4) Campbell Farms

Subdivision Dedication 6.0 - —  Conservation Neighborhood Town
5) Nottingham Subdivision Open

Space 12.0 — —  Conservation Neighborhood Town
6) Carr's Playground 34 - —  Playground Neighborhood  Private
7) Crompton Vet's Playground 10.8 --- —  Playfields Neighborhood Privale
Planning District Total 54.2 6.0 132
PLANNING DISTRICT 202
1) West Warwick High School 18.0 — —  Playfield Community  Town
2) West Warwick Civic Center 0.0 - —  Special Community  Town
3) Riverpoint Park 33.0 o —  Community Park Community  Town
4) Horgan Elementary School 0.5 — —  Play Area Neighborhood Town
5) Matteson Pond 6.6 59 —  Conservation Community  Town
6) Arctic Hill Playground 3.5 — —  Playground Neighborhood Private
7) Brookside Avenue 2.7 — —  Playground Neighborhood Private
8) Christ the King School 0.3 — —  Playground Neighborhood Private
9) Centreville Mill Conservation

Area 0.7 --- —  Conservation Community  Private
Planning District Total 65.3 59 0.0
PLANNING DISTRICT 203
1) Payan Street Playground 8.5 --- —  Playground Neighborhood Town
Planning District Total 8.5 0.0 0.0
PLANNING DISTRICT 204
1) Notre Dame Parochial School 0.6 — -—  Playground Neighborhood Pnvate
2) Cleveland Street Playground 1.5 --- —  Playground Neighborhood  Private
Planning District Total 2.1 0.0 0.0
PLANNING DISTRICT 205
1) Providence Street School 0.6 — 0.6 Playground Neighborhood Town
2) Natick Playground 17.7 2.4 —  Playground Neighborhood Town
3) Phenix-Harris Walkway 1.0 — —  Special Regional Town
4y Midville Country Club 67.2 - —  Special Regional Private
5) West Warwick Country Club 74.5 --- —  Special Regional Private
Planning District Total 161.0 2.4 0.0
Community Total 291.1 14.3 13.2

B o= &b
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CHAPTER VII

Recreation and Open Space

March, 1992

Table VII-3 cont.

Recreation Service Area and Type of Facility by Planning District cont.

Service Area

Planning and Type of Developed Wet and Vacant
District Facility Land Water Areas Land
PRIVATE and SEMI-PUBLIC
AREAS
201 Neighborhood

Playground 142 0.0 0.0
Planning District Total 14.2 0.0 0.0
202 Neighborhood

Playground 6.5 0.0 0.0

Community

Conservation 0.7 0.0 0.0
Planning District Total 7.2 0.0 0.0
203 0.0 0.0 0.0
Planning District Total 0.0 0.0 0.0
204 Neighborhood

Playground 2.1 0.0 0.0
Planning District Total 2.1 0.0 0.0
205 Regional

Special 1417 0.0 0.0
Planning District Total 141.7 0.0 0.0
Total Neighborhood 22.8 0.0 0.0
Total Community 0.7 0.0 0.0
Total Regional 141.7 0.0 0.0
Total Private/Semi-Public
Recreation 165.2 0.0 0.0
Community Total 291.1 14.3 13.2

B o =f &b
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CHAPTER VII
Recreation and Open Space March, 1992

o+ Asa planning design element, to provide attractive settings for human activity and
community development.

Key Natural and Open Space Features - Much of West Warwick consists of gently
sloping, round-topped hills which are underlain primarily with granite. The highest elevation,
390 feet, is reached at Andrews Hill in the extreme southern part of the Town near the East
Greenwich boundary. Natick Hill, along the northern boundary, reaches an elevation of 280
feet, as does the hill on which St Joseph's cemetery is located. Topography has not played a
major factor in the Town's development, all but the steepest slopes which occur along the
rivers, have been subject to development.

A few relatively large areas with soils suitable for development are found in the north and south
part of the Town. In addition to being suitable for development these areas possess soil
characteristics which are conducive to crop production. Some of this area is being used for
agricultural activities. However, most of this agricultural land has been used for non-
agricultural purposes or has been revegetated by native plants. Much of the remaining area 1s
in soil types which have limited potential for development.

Wetlands are generally defined as those areas in which the amount of moisture in the soil
exceeds the amount necessary for the growth of most plants. The formation of "hydric”
(water-saturated) soils, and certain plants and animals which have adapted to living in a "wet"
environment, indicate the presence of a land in which the water table is at, near or above the
ground surface, i.e., wetland. Wetlands provide several important functions, as follows:

«  Flood control - ability of a wetland to reduce flood velocity and provide storage ca-
pacity for flood waters;

+  Planning elements - aesthetic appeal, educational value, recreational value, buffer
capacity, and vulnerability to development or modification; and,

« Ecological parameters - value to wildlife, wildlife diversity, wetland size, type of site
(streamside, lakeside, pondside), and vegetative diversity.

«  Groundwater potential - the ability of a wetland to contribute to collect runoff from
surrounding areas and recharge the groundwater system, as well as acting as filters for
polluted runoff;

The dominant type of wetland in West Warwick is the forested wetland, commonly known as
the wooded swamp. All of the wooded swamps are vegetated with broad-leaved deciduous
trees and include a variety of species including red maples, gum, oak and others. Careful
consideration of the importance of wetlands in the above functions is important in all
development applications and open space preservation plans.

A principle natural feature of West Warwick is the North and South branches of the Pawtuxet
River. The Pawtuxet River and the North and South Branches of the Pawtuxet are considered
Class-C waters. Class C can be considered for recreational use, fish and wildlife habitat,
agricultural and industrial water supply, industrial cooling, sewerage discharges and other
uses. Due to the wet, rocky, steep and heavily wooded character evident along the shores of
the river as it passes through the Town, potential for development of formal active recreation
areas areas are limited. However, these conditions create a rugged, scenic, lush and attractive
environment along the river and deserves preservation as a permanent contrast to the intense
urban character evident in areas adjacent to the river.
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CHAPTER VII
Recreation and Open Space March, 1992

secured to provide activity/learning/meeting rooms for the Town's young people, and meet a
need expressed in the citizen survey for additional recreational programming. Two concerns
which have been identified by the Comprehensive Plan Advisory Committee are the
opportunities for "latch key" children, whose parents are working when the children come
home from school, and the lack of winter-time recreational activities. A youth center could
provide solutions to both concerns for some of the Town's youth.

Rare and Endangered Species and Habitats - The historical and current status of
species of plants and animals suspected of being rare or declining has been monitored for the
past decade by the Rhode Island Natural Heritage Program (NHP). Currently there are no
identified species of plants or animals in West Warwick which the NHP considers rare or
endangered, however, the presence of such species would weigh in the consideration of a site
for open space preservation.

VII.7 Recreation and Open Space Needs Analysis

The ability of current recreation and open spaces to satisfy current and projected public outdoor
recreational demands and desires for open space is critical to determine the level of future
planning efforts for recreation and open space.

This needs assessment is based on the existing inventory of open space and outdoor recreation
facilities in the Town. These facilities come under the jurisdiction of either the Recreation
Department, the School Department or private/semi-public operators. Facilities within each
planning district are described in terms of type of facility, size, location and characteristics that
may affect the facility's use and accessibility to local residents.

Summary tables for each district compile the total acreage for each type of facility and compares
them to standards established by the National Recreational Park Association (NRPA). The
NRPA standards for Town-wide and neighborhood recreation facilities and open space were
adopted by the Rhode Island Recreation Resource Review Committee (RRRC) in June, 1989
for all local communities. The system is considered a planning guide for which various
existing facilities are compared. For purposes of this section, the plan addresses the following
facility types:

1. Playlot - Small tot lots scattered throughout the Town are intended to serve very
young children and generally are considered a substitute for single family residential
yards. The service area of a tot lot is considered 1/8th of a mile. In Warwick, tot lots
are generally found in conjunction with larger playfields, playgrounds, and sometimes
with school facilities. It is rare that there are single isolated play lots in any part of the
Town. Experience has shown that with the limited maintenance crew and recreation
department operations, upkeep of playlots has been difficult, and additional
development of playlots is not encouraged.

2 . Playground - Playgrounds serve neighborhood children and are often associated with
neighborhood schools. They are less likely to have organized play even though
playgrounds may include baseball, basketball, or other active sports facilities. Such
facilities are often used for practice and pick-up play.

3. Playfield - Playfields are dominated by athletic fields and organized team sports. In
West Warwick, the most active team sports are baseball, softball, soccer, basketball
and football. Various leagues use these fields on a scheduled basis, and the Town runs
a summer basketball program for children and teens.

m L] h 5 Page VII-19



0%-11A 259ed ﬁ ﬁ -] m

6861 “QUN[ ‘FINIWIOD) MITAIY SOOMOSIY UOTBIINY
‘[rounoy) Suruueld J1E1S puels| 2poyy ‘sueld 20edS uadQ pue UOTIBAISUOY) ‘UONEBIIOYY [BO0] I0) SPRPUEIS ¢

‘010T PUB 00T 107 pa1dafoxd pue 0661 103 pIEWns 0861

ur 1owstp Sutuuerd Aq paingunstp uone[ndod sMoys 4-[IA 2[qeL ‘01T 0 Q00T WOLy ISBAIdUI
juas1ad 47 © £q pamo[]o] aq 01 pa3oadxa st sty], “sreak O 1sed oy 1oj asealout Juadred

¢'g ue 01 paredwod (0N0Z-0661) STEAA US) IXaU o1 J0J parewnsa st uone[ndod [e10) Ut 25BI0UL
1woo1ad 69 ¥V ormIepp 1S9p Ut Surutewar puey 9]qedo[9ASp ‘O[qe[IEAE JO JUNOUIE PN 313
anp arqrsnerd Apysty ‘sreak gg 1xau oy 1240 uonerndod ur 330 SuraAd] e 15333 ns sam31y s,

0861 wox a8ueypd IR (T)
am3y snsua) 0661 ey (1)

L0 €19°CE 020T

L LBETE S10¢

11 TE0'TE 0102T

(A 089°1¢ c00T

0T 16T°1¢€ 0007

L€ T769°0€ c661
(D€'8 89T°6T (1) 0661
EEL LA 0] UoITemaog TE3 X
SLERNER | pajewiisy

:suonoaford pue sarewumsa
uonendod Surmo[[o] oy a18oTpUT ‘SUTUUR[J JO UCISTAL ‘UODRISUTIPY JO Judunreda puels]
apoy oy £q 6861 ut paredard suondsfoig ‘uoneindod jo sareumse armng gutpniour ‘s10108]

JO ISqUINU B AQ POUTULISIAP ST SANI[IOB} [BUONEAIOAI 10J PaoN - suonafold uoieindog

¢'uonerndod pQQ° T 12d aoeds uado pado[aAap JO $a198 G 01 §Z'9 JO [EI01 & (iim ‘spuepyred
70 walsks 3109, € Jo pasodurod aq ‘WNWIUTW € I8 ‘WaisAs yred e 1eq 515983ns VAIN UL

‘gare Jo 2d4) STYI JOJ POSU AUMSBSW 0} 9pINS € Isn 0 SANSEIW
aaneinuenb ou ore a1y, ‘ITH PIOUANEM PUE IOATY 1oxnimed 3y “3[durexs IoJ
‘sassassod AITUNUIIOD B YoIyA SIOIMOSAI [eINIEU anbrun 3y, - B3Iy UOIBAIISUOD) ° L

yred Krunuwiod e jo ojdurexs ue st yred WIOdIDATY YOIMIBAN
1S9 U] °S20.INOSAI [EIMIBU JO UONBAIISUOD Pue uonearoar aatssed ‘Aeid ono[yie poziues
-10 2A19s 18 saniqoey asodmd-nmu are syred Aunwwo) - yied AJuUnuuio) 9

‘Surrons pue ‘Suryorudid ‘Aerd reuwojur 103 1t 9sn Aewd
ardoad pooyroqyStoN "asn uoneardar 1o Aefd aanoe 103 A1iyioej jo odA Aue sAey 10U
Op Yorym seare uoneardar aarssed are syred pooyroqysiaN - yied pooyJoquy3dN * S

"$3SIN02
7708 are 959y Jo 1uareAaId 1SOUI AU JITMIBA ISIM U] "S3SIN0O 103 pue sdurer 1e0q
‘sayoraq are seare [eroads jo sopdurexy ‘sesodind uoneardar oyy1d2ds J0J PYSI[qeIsd

oIt 1nq soLI0321ED 9A0GR 9} UT PIPN[OUL 10U AIE Seare [e1dadg - B3IV [eRadS * ¢

Z66L ‘Y218l 208dg uadp pu® WO} BIIIIY
IIA HALIVHO



CHAPTER VII

Recreation and Open Space March, 1992
Table VII-4
Summary of Population by Planning District, 1980, 1990, 2000, 2010
. 1990-00 2000-10

Plan'g % of % of Percent % of Percent
District| 1980 1990 Total 2000 Total Change (2010 Total Change
201 9,076 11,209 38.3 12,203 39.0 8.9 12,492 39.0 2.4
202 4,945 4,917 16.8 5,007 16.0 1.8 5,125 16.0 2.4
203 6,320 6,293 21.5 6,509 20.8 3.4 6,663 20.8 2.4
204 3,358 3,155 10.8 3,442 11.0 9.1 3,524 11.0 2.4
205 3,327 3,694 12.6 4,130 13.2 11.8 4,228 13.2 2.4
Total 27,026 | 29,870 100.0 31,291 100.0 ‘ nm@, +32,032 100.0 N.h_..
Note: 1990 population distribution estimated based on actual Census data. Year 2000

and 2010 is estimated based upon potential new development and population.
Sources:  U.S. Dept. of Commerce, Bureau of the Census.

Areas which have received the greatest amount of growth over the past three decades include
Crompton (Planning District 201), Arctic Hill/Centerville (Planning District 202) and
Wakefield Hill/Natick/Westcott (Planning District 205). Between 1960 and 1990, the dis-
tribution of population around the Town shifted from Arctic center to the peripheral areas,
particularly to Crompton, which has more than doubled in size since 1960. Itis expected that
these trends will continue, as the only remaining developable land exists in these planning
districts.

Population Density - West Warwick has long been one of the most densely population
communities in the State, with slightly over 8 square miles of land area, and a 1980 density of
3,256 persons per square mile. Population density in 1990 is estimated at 3,526 persons per
square mile. Density by planning district was is follows:

Census
Tract Population Area Density
201 11,209 persons 3.63 square miles 3,088 persons/squarc mile
202 4,917 persons 1.23 square miles 3,998 persons/square mile
203 6,293 persons (0.87 square miles 7,233 persons/square mile
204 3,155-persons 0.68 square miles 4,640 persons/ square mile
205 3,694 persons 1.78 square miles 2,075 persons/square mile

Sources: U.S. Census of Population; Rhode Island Department of Economic Development.

The Wakefield Hill area is the least dense, while Arctic Center/Riverpoint is the most dense.
Most of the housing development which has occurred during the past ten years has been in the
Crompton/Centerville areas, with corresponding increases in density.

Factors Affecting the Future Provision of Recreational Facilities

and Open Space Preservation Activities - Factors which will affect the future
recreational needs of West Warwick residents include population age and composition,
household size, disposable income, and available leisure time. Future land use changes and
development patterns may alter the geographic demands for recreational facilities. Conditions
of existing facilities and their usage will also bear on future recreational needs.
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CHAPTER VII
Recreation and Open Space March, 1992

inexpensive rental housing and sizable number of lower skill level employment opportunities
will likely continue to make it an attractive location for lower income families.

Quantitative Estimation of Needs - Quantitative guidelines have been established by the
National Recreation and Park Association (NRPA) to serve for recreation planning purposes.
The analysis which follows compares existing recreation facilities to the standards established
by NRPA. Generally, the NRPA standards appear to apply well to urban and dense
communities and are applicable to West Warwick. It should be noted, however, that these are
guidelines only, and that many factors should be taken into account when planning future
recreational facilities.

These standards were developed in 1974 and updated in 1983. For the latter, the NRPA gave a
range of high and low for communities to consider their own particular needs. For this plan,
both high and the low figures are presented and compared to the Town's existing situation. In
cases where the Town does not meet the specific numerical standard does not necessarily imply
that the Town is deficient in its provision of recreation facilities.

The following presents needs analyses for present conditions, and year 2000 conditions for
each of the five planning districts, as well as community-serving facilities. Community serving
facilities are considered to serve the Town's entire population, rather than an individual
planning district.

Table VII-5
Suggested Recreation Facility Standards
Type of Ac./1,000 Size Range Preferred Area
Facility Population (Acres) Service Radius | Served
Playlot 0.25-0.5 Ac. 1 ac. or less Less than Several blocks
1/4 mile

Playground/ 1.0-2.0 Ac. 15+ acres 1/4 to 1/2 mile Neighborhood
Playfield
Neighborhood Park | 1.0-2.0 Ac, 15+ acres 1/4 to 1/2 mile Neighborhood
Community Park 5.0-8.0 Ac. 25+ acres Community Community
Conservation Area | Based on Community Community

availability
Special Based on activity Community Community

served

Source: National Recreation and Park Association Recommended Classification System for Local and Regional
Recreation Open Space. Standards for Local Recreation, Conservation, and Open Space Plans, June,
1989, Rhode Island State Planning Council, Recreation Resources Review Commitiee.

VII.8 Community and Region-Serving Facilities

The Town has over 230 acres of community and region-serving recreational facilities and open
space areas, comprising 72 percent of the total recreational/open space acreage in the Town. Of
the 230 acres, 125.9 acres are Town-owned (54+ percent), and the remainder are privately-
owned. Over 95 percent of the land is considered "developed" recreation land, largely
playfields and parkland. Open space, wetlands or waterbodies comprise approximately 12
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CHAPTER VII
Recreation and Open Space March, 1992

Table VII-7
Existing Recreational Facilities in Planning District 201

Deve- Water/

Planning District loped Wet Vacant Type of Service Owner-
& Name of Facility Land Land Land Facility Area ship
1) Maisie E. Quinn School 2.8 — 13.2 Playground Neighborhood Town
2) Crompton Playground 1.2 - —  Playground Neighborhood Town
3) Flat Top Pond 18.0 6.0 —  Community Park Community  Town
4) Campbell Farms

Subdivision Dedication 6.0 I —  Conservation Neighborhood Town
5) Nottingham Subdivision Open

Space 12.0 — —  Conservation Neighborhood Town
6) Carr's Playground 34 — —  Playground Neighborhood Private
7) Crompton Vet's Playground 10.8 --- —  Playfields Neighborhood Private
Planning District Total 54.2 6.0 13.2

This planning district has an estimated population of 11,209 persons, and a projected 2000
population of 12,203. Recreational facilities within the district compare to national standards
as follows:

Table VII-8
District 201
Summary of Recreation Needs

Existing Standard Current Surplus or Year 2000

Type Acreage Requirement | Deficiency Requirement
1 to 2 additional acres needed

Playlots(1) 1 acre +/- 210 5 acres to serve this area 3 1o 6 acres

Playgrounds 7.4 acres 11 to 22 acres 3 additional acres needed to 12 to 24 acres
meet low end of standard

Playfields 10.8 acres 11 to 22 acres 10 additional acres needed to | 12 to 24 acres
meet high end of standard

Neighborhood Park None 11 to 22 acres 10 to 20 acres needed to serve | 12 1o 24 acres
this area.

Community Park 24 acres 56 to 90 acres 32 acres needed to meeting 61 to 98 acres
low end of standard

(1) If a site has playground equipment, .25 acre is counted as a playlot.

This planning district has diverse facilities, including 3 baseball/softball fields, 1 1/2 basketball
courts, and a number of multipurpose fields. Playgrounds and playfields generally meet
national standards for areas with populations of approximately 10,000+. There is a need to
expand park facilities, the only park serving the area being 24 acres at Flat Top Pond. This
area is currently underutilized, and should be developed to serve all age groups and be available
for informal use, with activities other than formal league play. Public/protected open spaces
are limited in this area, although more prevalent than other planning districts. In recent years
the Town has required open space dedications through the subdivision process, resulting in the
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CHAPTER VII
Recreation and Open Space March, 1992

This area includes fifteen playing fields, four tennis courts and six basketball courts. Most of
the playing fields are baseball/softball fields, and are located at Riverpoint Park, the Athletic
Complex and the Junior/Senior High Schools. Two soccer fields and a multipurpose field are
also available at Riverpoint Park. This planning district generally meets national standards for
playfields and playgrounds, but has few park-type areas which are not active recreation-
oriented. Riverpoint Park is classified as a community park, but is largely oriented to active
recreation, and particularly, organized league play. Community parks and neighborhood parks
should also provide passive or combined passive/active recreation areas. One conservation-

type area, Matteson Pond, provides some relief to a heavily urbanized area.

Planning District 203 - Arctic/Riverpoint - Within this district, there are some 8 1/2
acres of recreation facilities, in one facility, the Payan Street playground:

Table VII-11
Existing Recreational Facilities in Planning District 203

Deve- Water/

Planning District loped Wet Vacant Type of Service Owner-
& Name of Facility Land Land Land Facility Area ship
PLANNING DISTRICT 203

1) Payan Street Playground 8.5 --- —  Playground Neighborhood Town
Planning District Total 8.5 0.0 0.0

This planning district has an estimated 1990 population of 6,293 persons, and a projected 2000
population of 6,509. Recreational facilities within the district compare to national standards as
follows:

Table VII-12
District 203
Summary of Recreation Needs

Existing Standard Current Surplus or Year 2000

Type Acreage Requirement Deficiency Requirement
.75 to 2.75 additional acres

Emﬁomcu .25+/- acre 1to 3 acres needed to serve this area 1to 3 acres

Playgrounds 8.25 acres 6to 13 acres Meets standard 6 to 13 acres

Playfields None 6to 13 acres 6 to 13 acres additional 6 to 13 acres
needed to serve this area

Neighborhood Park None 610 13 acres 6 to 13 additional acres 6 to 13 acres
needed to serve this area.

(1) If a site has playground equipment, .25 acre is counted as a playlot.

This planning district is served by one recreational facility, the Payan Street Playground, a
Town-owned facility which provides a multipurpose field, two basketball courts and play-
ground equipment. The playground is in poor condition and has been the target of vandalism.
This area, the most densely developed in the Town, is extremely limited in the availability of
active or passive recreational areas. The district meets national standards for playgrounds, but
does not have sufficient playfields, park areas or playlots to serve its current population.

H & h & Page VII-27




8z-11A 288d
EVH

:$35.IN02 JJOF [0y JUTU PIUMO
-Krareaud om) Surpnpout ‘seare 9oeds uado pue SANI[IOB] UONBAIIAL JO SIIJE ()9 I19A0 I8 31943
JOLISIP SIYI UIYIIA - 13001S9M “IIIH PIRUSNEBAA “OHEN - S0T /0HIsIA suruue(d

"gaIe ST Ut sorurey 1oSunok 9y} 9AIS 01 ISTXI

3UOU 30UIS ‘PIP3IAU I8 SINIOBF UOTIEIOAI AT 'SANITIR] JO sadA) [re jo a5ealde ut Juddyp
ST pue ‘S3UI[I08] [BUONEAIOAL paumo-A[aeaud Aq AJ2I0u9 pPIAIds ST 1ILISIP Suruuerd sy,

qo[Aerd & se paiunos st e1oe g7 uswdinbe punosSerd sey aus e JT (1)

"BAIE SIY] 9AIIS O]

Saoe / 01 ¢ | popeeU SAIJE [BUCTIIPPE £ 01 € SOI0R [ 01 QUON ed poowioqydeN
BIIE SIU) 9AI3S O)

sa102 /£ 01 € | Popoou SaIde [RUONTPPE £ 01 ¢ SoI0B [ 01 € SUON spratyferd
BAIE SI) 2AI9S O} Papaau

SaI0e [ 01 ¢ S2I0B [BUOTITPPR Z'G 01 T'1 sa1oe [ 01 ¢ SaI10B §°[ spunoId&erd

S210B 7 01 8°0 BaIE ST} 9AI3S 01 papasu SOIOB Z 01870 QI0R /46T :vﬂo_»mﬁ
o108 [EUOnIppE GL'T 01 66

Juawalinbay SCEIEXTEL juamalinbay EY-LENFL adA ],

0007 dBaX 10 snjding jmaauan) piepuel§ gurysixyg

spaaN UONEa1ddy Jo Liemuwng
¥0T wLasia
PI-1IA °I9EL

1SMO[[0F
se Sprepuels [euoneu 0} aredwod 19WSIP 91 UTYIIM SIDI[IOE] [BUONEBAINY T € JO uonendod
0007 patoafoxd & pue ‘suosiad ¢G1‘g jo uoneindod 0661 PareWnSa Ue sey 10L0STp Suruuerd siyL,

00 00 I'c [ejo L Prusig 3dulmueld

ealld  pooyloquieN punoifdeld — == [ | punoId£eld 19208 PUBTIARLD (z
ceaud  pooyIoqulreN punoBield — — 90 [ooys [eryoored swed onoN (I
$07 LOTYLSIA ONINNYIA

aryqs 91y AJII0E] pue’T puel pOET APES JO JWEN &
-1usaQ ERIFWETN jo ad£y juedep 1I9M padoj sy Suiuuerd

JIIBA  -9A3(

$07 191siq Suimueld Wl SANIEF [BUONEINY Sunsixy
€I-IIA ?Iqel

:spunoigAed paumo Appieand yloq ,_,moﬂmoﬁ UOTIBAI0AI JO Sa108 0m] A[arewrxold
-de are or q1 OLASIP STy} UIPIA - IPALD ‘MiddrT Xwuayd - poT I91SIA Suluue(d

Z66T "YIIT| 208dg usadQ PUB UOIIBIIDIY
IIA dALIVHD



CHAPTER VII )
Recreation and Open Spate March, 1992

Table VII-15
Existing Recreational Facilities in Planning District 205

Deve- Water/

Planning District loped Wet Vacant Type of Service Owner-
& Name of Facility Land Land Land Facility Area ship
PLANNING DISTRICT 205

1) Providence Street School 0.6 — 0.6 Playground Neighborhood Town
2) Natick Playground 17.7 24 —  Playground Neighborhood Town
3) Phenix-Harris Walkway 1.0 — —  Special Regional Town
4) Midville Country Club 67.2 — —  Special Regional Private
5) West Warwick Country Club 74.5 —  Special Regional Prnvate
Planning District Total 161.0 24 0.0

This planning district has an estimated 1990 population of 3,694 persons, and a projected 2000
population of 4,130. Recreational facilities within the district compare to national standards as
follows:

Table VII-16
District 205
Summary of Recreation Needs

Existing Standard Current Surplus or Year 2000
Type Acreage Requirement Deficiency Requirement
‘ 0.5 to 1.5 additional acres
Playlots(1) 0.5+/- acre 110 2 acres needed to serve this area 1 to 2 acres
Playgrounds 17.7 acres 3 to 7 acres Standards are met 4 to 8 acres
3 to 7 additional acres needed
Playfields None 3 to 7 acres to serve this area at high end | 4 to 8 acres
of criteria
3 to 7 additional acres needed
Neighborhood Park None 3 to 7 acres 10 serve this area, 4 to 8 acres

(1) If a site has playground equipment, .25 acre is counted as a playlot.

Planning district 205 includes playground facilities associated with a neighborhood elementary
school, and the newly improved Natick Playground. This district includes the largest
contiguous open space area in the community, Wakefield Hill, now privately held.

Existing and Future Recreational and Open Space Needs - The residents of West
Warwick pursue a variety of outdoor recreation activities, the most popular of which include:

+ Baseball/softball;
Pleasure walking;
Soccer;
Basketball;
Football;

e Tennis; and,

¢  Golf

* o o

There are numerous other activities in which local residents participate, but documented
evidence shows the popularity of the above. While the citizen survey did not ask for particular
activities in which residents would like to participate, it is clear that recreation plays an
important role in most residents’ lives, and that they desire improved and expanded recreational
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CHAPTER VII
Recreation and Open Space

March, 1992

Table VII-17
Current and Future Recreational Facility Needs
Low End High End
Standard Standard Current Current | Future | Future
Facility | Current | Future | Existing | Acres/1,000 | Acres/1,000 | LowEnd | HighEnd | Low End High End
Type Pop. Pop. | Acreage | Population | Population | Need Need Need Need
Playlot
201 11,209 12,203 1.00 0.25 0.50 2.8 5.6 31 6.1
202 4917 5,007 0.75 0.25 0.50 1.2 25 1.3 2.5
203 6,293 6,509 0.25 0.25 0.50 1.6 3.1 1.6 3.3
204 3,155| 3,442 0.25 0.25 0.50 0.8 1.6 0.9 1.7
205 3,694 4,130 0.50 0:25 0.50 0.9 1.8 1.0 2.1
Total 29,268 | 31,291 2.75 73 14.6 7.8 15.6
Play-
grounds
201} 11,209{ 12,203 7.40 1.00 2.00 112 224 12.2 244
202 4917| 5,007 11.60 1.00 2.00 49 9.8 5.0 10.0
203 6,293 6,509 8.25 1.00 2.00 6.3 12.6 6.5 13.0
204 3,155 3,442 1.80 1.00 2.00 32 6.3 34 6.9
205 3,694| 4,130 17.70 1.00 2.00 3.7 7.4 4.1 8.3
Total 29,268 | 31,291 46.75 29.3 58.5 31.3 62.6
Play-
fields
201 11,209 12,203 10.80 1.00 2.00 11.2 224 12.2 24.4
202 4917 5,007 18.00 1.00 2.00 4.9 9.8 5.0 10.0
203 6,293 | 6,509 0.00 1.00 2.00 6.3 12.6 6.5 13.0
204 3,155| 3,442 0.00 1.00 2.00 32 6.3 34 6.9
205 3,694 4,130 0.00 1.00 2.00 37 7.4 4.1 8.3
Total 20,268 | 31,291 28.80 293 58.5 31.3 62.6
Neigh-
borhood
Park
201) 11,209] 12,203 0.00 1.00 2.00 11.2 224 12.2 244
202 4917| 5,007 0.00 1.00 2.00 49 9.8 5.0 10.0
203 6,293 6,509 0.00 1.00 2.00 6.3 12.6 6.5 13.0
204 3,155| 3,442 0.00 1.00 2.00 32 6.3 34 6.9
205 3,694| 4,130 0.00 1.00 2.00 3.7 74 4.1 8.3
Total 29,268 | 31,291 0.00 293 58.5 31.3 62.6
Com-
munity
Park
201| 11,209 12,203 24.00 5.00 8.00 56.0 89.7 61.0 97.6
202 4917 5,007 33.00 5.00 8.00 24.6 393 25.0 40.1
203 6,293 | 6,509 0.00 5.00 8.00 31.5 50:3 325 52.1
204 3,155 3,442 0.00 5.00 8.00 15.8 252 17.2 27.5
205 3,694| 4,130 0.00 5.00 8.00 18.5 29.6 20.7 33.0
Total 29,268 | 31,291 57.00 146.3 234.1 156.5 250.3
m L h $ Page VII-31
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CHAPTER VII
Recreation and Open Space March, 1992

VIL.9 Facility Conditions
Appendix VII-A summarizes conditions at each recreational facility in the Town. The fol-
lowing provides a more detailed description of conditions at municipal facilities, by planning

district.

Planning District 201

Maisie Quinn Elementary School - Limited recreational facilities are included, a black
top play area for children during school hours, and a softball field which is used by the
West Warwick Semi-Fast Pitch League. The black top area is in good condition, and the
ballfield is in fair condition, and is maintained by the league.

Crompton Playground - This facility is currently in fair condition, but is in design for
reconstruction during the spring of 1991. Improvements will include a tot lot, resurfaced
basketball court, new lighting, landscaping and picnic tables and benches. It will be
available for use in summer 1991.

Flat Top Pond - A nice natural site surrounding a small pond in the southern part of the
community. Facilities on-site are in good condition, with the exception of the sanitary
facilities which are in fair condition. Problems at the site include the very low level of the
pond due to disrepair of an on-site dam, and two dilapidated structures which the Town
plans to demolish and remove.

Campbell Farms Subdivision Open Space - This includes 6 acres of open space
deeded to the Town through the subdivision process. The space is currently undeveloped,
and there are no plans for development.

Nottingham Subdivision Open Space - This site includes 12 acres of undeveloped
open space deeded to the Town through the subdivision process. There are no plans for
development of this site as an active recreation facility.

Planning District 202

West Warwick Junior/Senior High School - Facilities at this site include football,
baseball and soccer fields, a running track and two outdoor tennis courts. The football
field is in good condition, while the baseball and soccer fields are in fair condition due to
overuse. The tennis courts are not well-located, as the area tends to be very windy from
the higher elevation and open site. The School Department has attempted to build
additional playing fields, but due to the proximity to the Pawtuxet River, and erosion
problems, has not been able to move forward with their plans.

West Warwick Civic Center - This is a multipurpose facility owned and maintained by
the Town of West Warwick. It includes two large buildings, one housing an ice rink, and
one containing an indoor running track and multipurpose space. The buildings are in fair
condition, with a number of minor improvements needed. The ice hockey rink seats 900,
while the multipurpose center seats 850+/-.

Riverpoint Park - This park is in the midst of an improvement program, including a tot
lot, new soccer fields, a pavilion, benches, picnic tables, landscaping, circulation and other
improvements. The existing ballfields are in good condition, and are maintained by the
leagues which use them, with the exception of one field used by the High School varsity
baseball team. This field is maintained by the Recreation Department. There has been
some attempt to create more of a parklike atmosphere at this site, although 90 percent of its
developed area is devoted to organized athletic activities. Circulation continues to be a
problem on site, with a single, one-way roadway through the site. Parking is extremely
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CHAPTER VII
Recreation and Open Space March, 1992

coordinated with the Maisie E. Quinn School, as well as consideration of acquisition of
additional lands at the Pulaski Street entrance (owned by Valley Ready Mix Concrete). Flat
Top Pond is an ideal location for development of a family-oriented neighborhood park.
Provision of recreational facilities for the Greenbush Elementary School, currently with no
playground facilities, should be explored. If the population influx continues to be young,
growing families, consideration will have to be made for provision and distribution of play-
lots, possibly in cooperation with the residential developers.

Recommendations

1) Straddled by the New London Turnpike near the Coventry-West Warwick Town line is a
pond commonly called Flat Top Pond. It is recommended that this 14-acre site be de-
veloped as a multi-use facility: nature trails, picnic areas, passive recreation, facilities for
the handicapped. The Town currently has a State-funded recreation grant of $97,500 to
rehabilitate this area.

The Town should consider purchase of additional land to the west of and adjacent to the
existing municipally-owned property at Flat Top Pond. This area is likely to be coming on
the market in the near future, and would provide additional land for expanding the
proposed trail system, and preserve a larger area of contiguous open space for wildlife
habitat.

2) Recreational facilities should be provided for Greenbush Elementary School in the southern
portion of town. These facilities could provide additional recreational opportunities for the
people in this area of Town. Various options are available, including using an area to the
rear of the school for a playground, or relocating the existing parking area and using it as
the play area.

3) The Town should preserve land in the Campbell Farms area for use by the future residents
of that subdivision.

4) Acquire property surrounding the existing recreation facilities at the Maisie E. Quinn
School and the adjacent Crompton Veteran's site. Land along the Pawtuxet River could be
used for outdoor classroom opportunities as well as providing public access to the river for
canoe trips. The Pulaski Street entrance, now privately-owned, should be acquired to
expand opportunities at this site for public use. A parcel on the opposite riverbank,
extending from the Pulaski Street bridge along the River, should also be preserved to
provide a large, contiguous area of publicly-owned open space/recreation area.

5) The future availability of the Crompton Veteran's site for public recreation should be
evaluated and plans developed for securing the site for future public use.

6) Provide an additional playfield in the northern portion of Planning District 201. An area of
about 15 acres should be chosen, possibly to be provided by dedication of land through the
Town's Subdivision process.

7) A playground site of approximately 6 acres should be purchased and developed in the
Quaker Estates section of Crompton.

8) Acquire the privately-owned property called Carr's Playground or Carlson Circle that is
now used as a public play area. This area is now available for public use through an in-
formal agreement, and should be secured for future use.

9) Acquire or otherwise protect land along the banks of the North and South Branches of the
Pawtuxet River for public use.
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CHAPTER VII
Recreation and Open Space March, 1992

about the rest of the planning area. Sites should be identified and secured in the next five to
ten years.

3) Acquire or otherwise protect land along the banks of the North and South Branches of the
Pawtuxet River for public use.

Planning District 204 - Phenix

Planning District 204 currently has no town-owned recreational facilities, and opportunities to
provide such facilities are limited due to the highly dense nature of development in the district.
The present deficit of 26 acres will not change much by 2000. Public recreation facilities are
needed since none exist to serve families in this area. Because growth to 1990 is projected to
be modest, recreation planning can be made to grow with the changing activities for each age
group. The provision of recreation in this area should be an item of high priority.

Recommendations

1) Acquire land or negotiate a long term agreement to lease land for public recreational
facilities to serve the Phenix area. Such facilities should focus on informal play-
ground/playfield activities, and league play should be directed to Riverpoint Park and
Natick Playground.

2) Cleveland Street Playground should be maintained as a play area as long as the cooperative
agreement with the Providence Water Supply Board is kept.

3) Acquire land to the rear of the Lippitt Mill on the Pawtuxet River for public recreational
facilities to serve the Phenix area. Such facilities should focus on informal play-
ground/playfield activities, and be coordinated with the extension of the Phenix-Harris
Riverwalk.

4) Acquire or otherwise protect land along the banks of the North and South Branches of the
Pawtuxet River for public use. Priority should be given to extending the existing Phenix-
Harris Riverwalk in conjunction with recommendation number 3 above.

Planning District 205 - Natick

The Natick Planning District has sufficient playground/playfield area to meet current and future
needs. Nearby Riverpoint Park also serves to provide recreational opportunities for residents
of this district. This area contains the largest contiguous tracts of open space in the Town.
Now privately held, the Wakefield Hill area presents numerous opportunities for conservation-
related activities, as well as preserving historic farmland and outstanding vistas to the south.
The Town was awarded a State-funded grant to acquire property in this area in 1987, but lost
the funding when an agreement could not be negotiated with the seller. Protection of this area
should be a priority in the Town's future recreational planning efforts.

Recommendations
1) A playground should be provided for in the Westcott area. Features such as basketball,
tennis, and playground equipment are especially needed.

2) Acquire or otherwise protect the open spaces of Wakefield Hill, including the golf courses.
Review and amend the Town's zoning ordinance to provide explicit provisions for cluster
development, site plan review and subdivision open space dedication processes. Through
these zoning methods, work with developers in this area to secure contiguous parcels of
open space, particularly along the river.

3) Acquire or otherwise protect land along the banks of the North and South Branches of the
Pawtuxet River for public use.
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CHAPTER VII

Recreation and Open Space

March, 1992

development, cost of maintenance,
environmental setting and preservation of na

Recommendations Regarding the Level of

conservation of the materials and by providing a better
tural resources of the community.

Demand to be Met by Other Levels

of Government and the Private Sector - The level of demand to be met by the State

Govermnment has been identified in its "Plan

for Recreation, Conservation and Open Space” and

approved by the Bureau of Outdoor Recreation. The recreation systems for which the State
will be responsible for are: The metropolitan system, the coastal system and the woodland

system. The level of deman
determine. Because of the very nature

d for which the private sector will be responsible for is difficult to
of the private sector in which they usually provide for a

selective type of recreational facility and the limited participation of users. The local

government will perform a coordin

ating function to ensure that the community does not

duplicate recreational facilities which may be provided by the private sector.

Preservation of open spac
particularly by encouraging cluster subdivisions.
developers of subdivisions should be reflective of th

e should also be pursued through land development strategies, and
Open space deeded to the Town by
e Town's open space and recreation needs

at the tme of development, and attempts should be made to provide for greenbelts of deeded
open space where possible.

The following chart pre
Town will follow during

actions are identified in Appendix VII-B.

sents goals, policies and non-capital implementation actions which the
the next five years, or in a longer term 20 year time horizon. Capital

VII. Recreation and
Open Space Goal(s)

Policies

Implementation Actions

1. To plan for recre-
ation, conservation
and open space
within a comprehen-
sive approach, and
with consideration of
the development
trends of the com-
munity.

a. Support and encourage continuity in
the Town's recreation and open
space conservation planning pro-
gram.

1. Maintain a Recreation Department as a unit
of municipal government with a full-time
qualified recreational director to:

+ Coordinate recreation planning and open
space preservation activities;

« Manage the day-to-day operations and
maintenance of the Town's recreational
facilities; and,

« Establish an ongoing program of recre-
ational activities year-round.

2. Prepare and adopt a Comprehensive Plan for
recreational and open space resources of the
community to be reviewed and updated at
least every five (5) years. Conservation,
recreation and other interested public and pri-
vate agencies should collaborate with the
Planning Board in the formulation of this
Plan.

3. The Town Planner and Recreation Director
will identify and pursue Federal and State
financial and technical assistance for recre-
ation and open space conservation projects.

H o ah
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CHAPTER VII

Recreation and Open Space

March, 1992

VII. Recreation and

Open Space Goal(s) Policies Implementation Actions
3. Demarcate bicycle paths linking the various
open spaces and recreation facilities in the
Town. This is particularly important for
neighborhoods that are underserved by such
facilities. such as the Phenix area.

2. To provide parkand |5 Establish balanced recreation facil- | 1- Base acquisition‘and development programs
recreation mmn_hcm.m tiesand programs for Town resi- on up-to-date smdies nf demand and usage.
ﬁmﬁama,ﬂm éEo.J dents of all ages, interests, and
M:H d mﬂ%ﬂw € ﬁuﬁm: . abilities, as a result of the Open
SHanatn onam: uoﬂ Wil .wﬁmom and Recreation Plan that
Warwick's residents 15 TER VA

in an efficient and
well-organized man-
ner.

2. Selection and prioritization of recreation
sites for acquisition will be based upon
criteria similar to the following:

a.

b.

C.

The property is suitable for development
of active recreation facilities.

The property is accessible to people who
would be most likely to use the pro-
posed recreation facility.

The property is not prime open space or
conservation land according to the crite-
ria adopted to evaluate property for that
purpose.

The property is available and the price is
consistent with the appraised value.

The property can be managed by the
Town.

The property is contiguous 10 an exist-
ing public recreation area.

Criteria for Recreation Development Projects

a.

The project addresses a need identified in
the Recreation, Conservation and Open
Space Plan.

. The project will provide recreational op-

portunities for various age groups.

The project will provide for multiple
uses of the site. ‘

The project includes appropriate support
facilities for the recreational activities
for which the land was acquired.

The community supports the proposed
project.

The facility can be managed by the
Town.

B o =fah
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CHAPTER VII

Recreation and Open Space

March, 1992

VII. Recreation and
Open Space Goal(s)

Policies

Implementation Actions

3. Demarcate bicycle paths linking the various

open spaces and recreation facilities in the
Town. This is particularly important for
neighborhoods that are underserved by such

facilities. such as the Phenix area.

2. To provide park and
recreation facilities
and programs which
will meet the passive
and active recre-
ational needs of West
Warwick's residents
in an efficient and
well-organized man-
ner.

a. Establish balanced recreation facili-
ties and programs for Town resi-
dents of all ages, interests and abili-
ties.

1. Base acquisition and development programs
on up-to-date studies of demand and usage.

a.

. a.

C.

d

€.

f.

b.

b.

2. Selection and prioritization of recreation
sites for acquisition will be based upon
criteria similar to the following:

The property is suitable for development
of active recreation facilities.

The property is accessible to people who
would be most likely to use the pro-
posed recreation facility.

The property is not prime open space or
conservation land according to the crite-
ria adopted 1o evaluate property for that
purpose.

The property is available and the price is
consistent with the appraised value.

The property can be managed by the
Town.

The property is contiguous to an exist-
ing public recreation area.

Criteria for Recreation Development Projects

The project addresses a need identified in
the Recreation, Conservation and Open
Space Plan.

The project will provide recreational op-
portunities for various age groups.

The project will provide for multiple
uses of the site.

The project includes appropriale support
facilities for the recreational activities
for which the land was acquired.

The community supports the proposed
project.

The facility can be managed by the
Town.

B o et
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CHAPTER VII

Recreation and Open Space

March, 1992

VII. Recreation and
Open Space Goal(s)

Policies

Implementation Actions

. Stimulate desirable gifts of land and money

from private individuals and groups for out-
door recreation purposes.

4. Encourage private investments, through var-

ious Federal, State, and local legislative de-
vices and services, to develop and provide
quality recreational facilities and services to
the public.

e. Encourage private landowners to
permit public use of private lands
for recreational purposes where ap-

propriate.

1. Encourage private, non-profit organizations

in their work of supplying, and enhancing
recreation opportunities.

2. Establish arrangements such as long term

property leases, scenic easements, and pro-
vide reasonable protection for Iandowners
who allow the public to use their lands.

f. Require land dedication or fees in
lieu of land expressly for recre-
ational purposes in all subdivisions
and major nonresidential develop-
ments.

. Review the Subdivision Regulations and

amend if necessary to include provisions for
recreational land dedication.

2. Land dedicated to the Town will be con-

sidered for both its recreational and open
space characteristics, and appropriately desig-
nated.

g. Promote handicapped accessibility
to West Warwick's parks and other
public recreation facilities.

. Examine parks, and recreational facilities as

to their accessibility to handicapped persons.

. Install handicapped ramps, set aside handi-

canped parking, and provide other
hzndicapped facilities in facilities that
carrently lack them.

h. Foster public/private efforts to en-
hance the Town's neighborhood ori-
ented recreation facilities.

. Establish tot lots and playgrounds in exist-

ing park/playground areas where they are
needed.

. Involve neighborhood associations in the

maintenance of tot lots and encourage the
development of so-called "magic kingdom"
playlots.

. Make neighborhood playgrounds safer with

better lighting and facilities, demarcated
paths and signage for children who walk or
bicycle to the neighborhood facility.

B o =f &b
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CHAPTER VII

Recreation and Open Space

March, 1992

VII. Recreation and
Open Space_Goal(s)

Policies

Implementation Actions

m.

n.

0.
P.

The property is available and the price is
consistent with the appraised value.
The property can support passive recreation
and environmental education programs.
The property can be managed by the Town.
The property includes wetlands.
The property is contiguous to an existing
protected open space Or COnservation area.

b. Preserve the Town's natural re-
sources by working to save the best
representatives of the ecosystem
types found in West Warwick, and
protecting rare and endangered
plants, animals and unique geologic
or other natural features.

1. Work toward prevention or mitigation of ad-

verse impacts of human activities on wildlife
habitat.

2. Create open space systems and cormmidors

which protect complete ecologic units, pro-
vide structure and character to the built envi-
ronment and provide recreation and open
space opportunities close to developed areas.

c. Preserve, and where necessary, re-
store, rivers and their adjacent
shorelands for recreational us' ,
wildlife habitat, water supply and
the open space corridors they pro-
vide.

Support organizations such as the Pawtuxet
River Authority in their efforts to upgrade
the water quality and aesthetic viability of
the river and its shoreline.

2. Include acquisition/protection of Pawtuxet

River shoreline in the Town's land protec-
tion program.

3. Make acquisition of sites on or providing ac-

cess to water bodies a priority in future ac-
quisition programs.

Make maximum use of waterbodies for

- recreation and other purposes wherever pos-

sible in a manner consistent with the charac-
teristics and uses of the water bodies.

d. Manage floodplains to protect their
natural functions and minimize
flood hazards to life and property.

1.

Review the Zoning Ordinance to ensure that
land uses permitted within the 100-year flood
zone (A & B} .re appropriate in terms of the
hazards presented.
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CHAPTER VII

Recreation and Open Space

March, 1992

VII. Recreation and
Open Space Goal(s)

Policies

Implementation Actions

2. Develop a series of protection and manage-
ment recommendations for identified habitat
locations in coordination with the Rhode
Island Natural Heritage Program.

3. Include the Rhode Island Natural Heritage
Program staff in consultation on develop-
ment proposals which may potentially im-
pact an identified site.
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SUPPLEMENT G

Town of West Warwick Comprehensive Plan Update

Legal: Chapter 42-11 of the General Laws established the Statewide Planning Program, Rhode Island
Department of Administration.

Purpose: To prepare strategic and systems plans for the state, coordinate activities of the private and
public sectors within this framework of policies and programs and advise the Governor and others
concerned on physical, social and economic topics. , .

Recreation and Open Space Working Paper
Pursuant to Element 152 of the "Ocean State Outdoors: Rhode Tsland'’s Comprehensive Outdoor
Recreation Plan”, adopted June, 1992 as developed by the Department of Environmental Management and
Division of Planning, certain goals and policies have been established with the purpose of protecting open
space and critical resources.
GOAL: “Rhode Island will create a statewide network of greenspaces and greenways to serve as the
central organizing element for the State’s 217 century growth and physical development.”
GOAL: “Rhode Island will provide an integrated system of outdoor areas and facilities meeting the
recreation and leisure needs of its citizens and enhancing the state’s attractiveness to visitors.”

The Rhode Tsland Department of Environmental Management’s (DEM) 1998 Annual Report contains a
chapter entitled. “Working for Susiainuble Communities.” Among the items listed for consideration is the
reduction of polfutants through conservation. This requires local policies that presérve land in its natvral
state to filter the effects of urban storm water runoff before that runoff enters surface and groundwater.

The Town of West Wearwick in o 2 ~F mmen cmees policiac, iz cosmizent of the environmental
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value attached to conservation as a means o sustain growth while compensating for it deleterious effects.
This remains at the forefront of any justification for increasing open space resources.
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